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SEVENTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING 


OF THE 


British Medical Association. 
SWANSEA, 1903. 


GENERAL AND SECTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS. 


HE seventy-first annual meeting of the British | 


Medical Association will be held at Swansea on 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 

July 28th, 29th, 30th, and 31st. At this meeting 

Mr. Walter Whitehead of Manchester, will be 

succeeded in the office of President by Dr. 

Thomas Dryslwyn Griffiths of Swansea, who will 
deliver an address on the first day of the meeting. The 
address in Medicine will be delivered by Dr. Frederick T. 
Roberts, and that in Surgery by Mr. A. W. Mayo Robson, 
F.R.C.S. 

The scientific business of the meeting will be conducted in 
eleven Sections: A, Medicine—President, Sir. Isambard 
Owen (London). B, Surgery—President, Mr. Edmund 
Owen, F.R.C.S. (London). OC, Obstetrics and Gynaecology— 
President, Professor William Stephenson, M.D. (Aberdeen). 
D, State Medicine—President, Dr. John C. MeVail (Glasgow). 
E, Psychology—President, Dr. Robert Jones (Woodford 
Bridge). F, Pathology—President, Professor D.J. Hamilton, 
M.B. (Aberdeen). G, Ophthalmology—President, Mr. H. E. 
Juler, F.R.C.S. (London). H, Diseases of Children—Presi- 
dent, Mr. W. Arbuthnot Lane, F.R.C.S. (London). I, Laryng- 
ology and Otology—President, Dr. P. Watson Williams 
(Bristol). J, Navy, Army, and Ambulance—President, 
inspector-General ©. Woods, R.N., C.B. (London). 
K, Tropical Diseases—President, Dr. G. H. T. Nuttall 
(Cambridge). 

In the Section of Surgery the subjects selected for discussion 
are: (1) The methods of intra-abdominal anastomosis, and 
(2) the treatment of advanced tuberculous disease of the 
knee-joint. In the Section of Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
also two discussions will be held, one on the management of 


pregnancy complicated with uterine fibroids, and the other | 
on the diagnosis and treatment of tuberculosis of the uterus | 


and adnexa. In the Section of State Medicine the subjects 
selected are the Vaccination Acts and small-pox prevention, 
the prevention of river pollution and of sea-shore pollution, 
and food poisoning and adulteration. The subjects selected 
in the Section of Psychology are the pathology of general 


paralysis, alcohol in its relation to mental diseases, and the 
care and treatment of incipient insanity. In the Section of 
Pathology there will be a discussion on splenic anaemic. In 
that of Ophthalmology the subjects selected are eye changes 
in relation to renal disease, conical cornea, and the treatment 
of strabismus. In the Section of Diseases of Children the 
subjects chosen are chorea, congenital dislocation of the hip, 
and the relation of tuberculosis in children to bovine tuber- 
culosis. {n the Section of Laryngology and Otology there 
will be discussions on malignant disease of the larynx, on 
operations on the temporal bone in suppurative middle-ear 
disease, and on the upper respiratory tract as a source of 
systemic infections. Among other subjects set down for 
discussion in the Section of Navy, Army, and Ambulance are 
the causes of invaliding.in the navy, the training of ambulance 
men for the yeomanry, of volunteer brigade bearer companies, 
and of volunteer regimental medical officers. The subjects 
chosen in the Section of Tropical Diseases are the disposal of 
excreta in the tropics, and the etiology 
histology, and treatment of leprosy. 


THE oF SWANSEA. 

In a former article it was remarked that Swansea is a natural 
starting point for excursions that appeal alike to the lover of 
Nature, the archaeologist, and the geologist, and standing as 
it does in the southern outcrop of the largest undeveloped 
coalfield of Great Britain, and in possession of 140 works 
dealing with every variety of metal, the town appeals to the 
man of science as well as to the man of commerce, the 
student of the past, and the practical utilitarian. It claims 
to be the metallurgical metropolis of the world, and is making 
every effort to fulfil the prophecy of the late Lord Swansea: 
‘* Depend upon it Swansea is destined to become the ocean 
port of England.” The visitor must not look for much that is 
beautiful in Swansea itself. The town is ancient, and suffers 
from the defects of old age, so that arc lights illuminate, and 
electric trams traverse narrow streets, which twist and turn in 
mediaeval fashion. Even the Castle, first built in 1099 by 
Henry Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, restored by Henry 
Gower, Bishop of St. Davids, in the fourteenth century, and 
damaged in the fifteenth century during the rebellion of Owen 
Glyndwr—the Glendower of Shakespeare—is all but hidden 
away, so that its beautiful parapet wall, pierced alternately 
in pointed and circular Norman arches, has to be sought. It 
is the one structure left within the borough reminiscent of 
the days when the Normans held Swanzey against the 
marauding Welsh, who occasionally got their blow in with 
deadly effectiveness, as when Rhys Vychan did the deeds 
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J. E, Arnett, The Library, Tenby. 


View of Swansea showing Free Library where the Reception Room will be opened on Monday afternoon, July 27th, 1903. 


which were celebrated in a panegyrical ode by Llywarch 
Llewelyn, one of the most famous of Cymric bards, who 
described how “‘ in Swansea, that peaceless town, the towers 
are rent, and no peace reigns there; in strongly fortified 
Swansea, the key of England, all the women are widows.” 
Swansea Parish Church is new, but the old structure which 
it replaced dated back to the thirteenth century, and was 
supposed to have been built by Henry de Gower, whose 
effigy in monastic garb is still preserved. The only remnant 
of the original building is the old Herbert Chapter, which 
contains the Gothic altar tomb, amongst others, of Sir 
Matthew Cradock, who married Lady Katherine Gordon, the 
widow of Perkin Warbeck, the Pretender. One object of 
special interest in the church is a fine oil painting by 
Sassaferrato, presented by Thomas Bowdler, whose editing of 
Shakespeare’s works added a word to the English language. 
Another building calls for a passing reference by reason of its 
architectural merits and its close association with scientific 
and art pursuits in Swansea. This is the Royal Institution 
near the South Dock, built in the Ionic style. It is the head- 
quarters of the Swansea Scientific Society, and contains a 
library which includes the best collection extant of books re- 
lating to Wales, and a museum of geology, mineralogy, natural 
history, and antiquities, to which, amongst others, Lord 
Grenfell of Kilvey, a native of Swansea, and Sir Henry M. 
Stanley, a resident of the neighbourhood, have contributed. 
Members of the medical profession are prominently identi- 
lied with the work of the Royal Institution, and in addition 
have two organizations exclusively for themselves. The 
Swansea Medical Society meets twice a month between 
November and May, and the meetings are alternately clinical 
and for the reading and discussion of papers. Dr. E. le 
Cronier Lancaster is president for the current year. The 
other society is the Swansea Medical Praetitioners’ Associa- 
tion (of which the president is Dr. T. D. Griffiths, the Presi- 
dent-elect of the British Medical Association), which was 
founded only eight months ago with the object of protecting 
the interests of the profession locally. It has already taken 


in hand with most satisfactory results the remedying of the 
evils arising from contract practice. 

The traveller who enters Swansea by the Great Western 
Railway will be apt to receive an unfavourable impression, 
and be disposed to endorse the verdict of Carlyle. The town 
as seen through the smoky atmosphere appears in its most 
unlovely aspect, the architecture is mean, and the buildings 
in which the metal industries are carried on, the patent fuel 
factories, coal tips, and the other out-buildings of the seaport 
do not make for beauty. The valley of the Tawe, once pos- 
sessed of great natural charms, is now scarified and dis- 
figured by industries the poisonous vapours from which have 
eaten the greenness out of the surface, and the waste pro- 
ducts of which rising in hills of slag tell of the price paid for 
industrial prosperity. 

A few miles away, however, beyond the long lines of tall 
chimneys and broken pantiled roofs and beyond the smoke 
and the bustling crowds of Swansea itself, the country pre- 
sents as fair and tranquil an aspect as the holiday-making 
country lover can desire. It is here that the Queen of Song 
has fixed her home at ‘Craig y Nos,” to which place Baron 
and Baroness Cederstrom have kindly invited the members of 
the Association. 

Swansea, by reason of its advantageous position giving 
upon the sea in one of the few inlets affording shelter from 
the prevalent westerly gales, must have been of considerable 
strategical importance trom the earliest days. The Romans, 
however, appear to have made no use of it; their road skirts 
the coast some miles inland. Swansea is supposed to have 
derived its name from the circumstance that the bay served 
as a base of operations for Sweyn, the Danish chieftain, in his 
war with Alfred the Great. Hence Sweyn’s Eye or Sweyn’s 
Inlet. In the days of the Commonwealth Cromwell wrote of 
itas ‘an antiente porte and populous.” Its modern import- 
ance, however, dates to the first half of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. When the British Medical Association last paid a visit 
to the town—in 1853, or exactly fifty yearsago—the South and 
North Docks, with an aggregate surface area of 273 acres, were 
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Mumbles Head and Bracelet Bay showing Lighthouse and site of proposed Camp. 


but newly constructed. Since then the Prince of Wales’s Dock, 
opened in 1881 by the present King, has more than doubled 
the accommodation for shipping, and over £200,000 has sub- 
sequently been spent in constructing a new deep lock for the 
South Dock, and in deepening the entrance to the North Dock. 
And this summer a start has been made with the construction 
of a new deep water dock with an area of 73 acres. The esti- 
mated cost is placed at 41,250,000, and when completed it will 
be one of the finest docks in the kingdom. 

There are nine dry docks, and during recent years Swansea 
has become a leading port for the fish trawlers. Over £20,000 
has been spent upon a wharf for the latter. Mr. Law, the 
harbour superintendent, has summarized the special features 
of the port in the following description: The trade of the 
port is not confined to coals, as is largely the case in most of 
the other ports of the Bristol Channel, but is of a most varied 
character, and although in tonnage it is less than that of 
Cardiff, yet in value it is about equal to the trade of Cardiff, 
Barry,.and Penarth combined. Its imports embrace ores— 
gold, silver, copper, calamine, pyrites, iron, etc.—grain, flour, 
tin, spelter, pig-iron, timber, and pit wood ; whilst its exports 
consist of coal, patent fuel, tin plates, corrugated iron, 
machinery, chemicals, and general merchandize. The capital 
debt of the Harbour Trust amounts to £2,099,158, and requires 
482,130 per annum to pay the fixed interest thereon. Its 
credit is good; fresh issues of capital have been made at 
33 per cent., the amount required being over-subscribed on 
each occasion. 


THE IMMEDIATE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF SWANSEA. 

The sea, which has made Swansea prosyerous, offers other 
compensations, and the members of the Association attending 
the annual meeting will find within easy reach of the town 
many bays and headlands where they may breathe pure air 
and have some of the most charming sea-coast scenery 
imaginable to gratify the eye. ‘‘The Gulf of Salerno is much 
finer than Naples,” wrote Savage Landor, “but give me 


J. E. Arnett, The Library, Tenby. 


a for scenery and climate ; I prefer good apples to bad 
peaches.’ 

The Mumbles, with its well-preserved castle and fine pier, 
is very easily accessible by a steam tramway, on which the 
members of the Association will enjoy special privileges. 
Within three minutes’ walk of the tramway terminus, ona 
piece of rising ground called Twt, between Bracelet and 
Limslade Bays, it is purposed to establish a camp should a 
sufficient number of members of the Association signify in 
time their intention to go under canvas for the week. Should 
the camp become an accomplished fact it will be run on the 
lines of an officers’ mess of a regiment under canvas.' Every 
care will be taken to ensure the comfort of those who either 
already love an open-air life or are prepared to make the 
experiment. The site is surrounded by gorse, heather, and 
ferns, and there is excellent bathing in the little cove imme- 
diately below. Its situation is shown by the white cross. 
The view is charming; in the foreground to the eastward is 
Mumbles Head with its lighthouse; beyond, seen through a 
cleft in the rocks, is Swansea Bay, its symmetrical crescent 
sweep broken here and there by the mouths of rivers. Inland 
the country rises in gentle slopes, and to the westward the 
sea breaks against an irregular iron-bound coast, the deeper 
indentations forming a series of small bays each with a 
distinctive charm of its own. 

The Harbour Trustees have placed at the disposal of the 
Association a steamboat, from which visitors will have an op- 
— of seeing the sea coast of the peninsula of Gower, 

angland Bay—‘‘ the Mentone of Wales ”—Caswell, its twin 
sister, Three Cliffs Bay, Oxwich Bay, and the rocky promon- 
tory Worms Head. At Langland Bay, Colonel Richardson, 
the proprietor of the chief hotel, has offered to extend hospi- 
tality to visitors. 

1 Members who intend to avail themselves of the camp should send 
their names at the earliest possible date to the Local General Secretaries, 


Mr. W. F. Brook, F R.C.s., Longlands House, Swansea, or Mr. F. G. 
Thomas, M.B., 2, Brunswick Place, Swansea. ; 
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The Executive Committee [5 
of the annual meeting is re- 
ceiving the cordial support of 
the Town Council and the har- 
bour authorities, and various 
garden parties, receptions, 
and dinners have been ar- 
ranged. 


LONGER EXCURSIONS. 

The excursions on Saturday 
have been arranged with an 
eye to the fact that to many 
of the members of the Asso- 
ciation the annual gathering 
marks the beginning of the 
summer holidays. Conse- 
quently each member, it is |. 
presumed, will select the ex- Ee 
‘cursion which carries him in 
the direction he purposes to 
take after the meetings end. 4 
Thus the trip to Caerphilly 
will bring the member fifty | 
miles to the eastward of 
Swansea, and to that extent 
nearer London, and, indeed, 
any part of England; that to | ~ 
Liandilo or Llanwrtyd means | 
a step northward; whilst | © 
Tenby is fifty or sixty miles | © 
westward, and so much nearer 
St. David’s, Aberystwith, Car- 
‘digan, and Milford Haven for 


[reland. In this connexion Copyright, John Walker nd Co. Ltd. 
it might be stated that 

Swansea has excellent railway facilities, being served by 
the Great Western, the London and North-Western, and the 
Midland railways, besides local lines, of which the Rhondda 
and Swansea Bay is the most important. Swansea is within 
five hours of London, and is easy of access from any part of 
the United Kingdom, since the three great companies men- 
tioned have between them spread a network of railways over 
the whole country. 


Tenby. 
The excursion to Tenby, ‘“‘a town of many charters in the 
land of sunshine,” is likely to prove very interesting. A party 
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General. view of Tenby from the North. 


of 200 will be entertained at luncheon by the Mayor and Cor- 
poration, and facilities will be provided for visiting note- 
worthy places and objects in the town and neighbourhood. 
Singularly situated on the eastern and southern sides of a 
narrow rock, a peninsula surrounded by the sea on every side 
except the north, Tenby has been described as one of the 
most beautiful and romantic of British watering places. Its 
origin has been ascribed to the settlement of a colony of 
Flemings early in the twelfth century. The picturesque 
beauty of Tenby is enhanced by the ruins of the Castle, 
which was once of great strength and magnificence, and 

embraeed within its fortifica- 
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Tenby Harbour, and Castle Hill 


Se aT tion the whole of the upper 
surface of the peninsulated 

rock which terminates the bay 
on the south. 

There are most excellent 
bathing preces on each shore, 
the north (the most popular 
side) being sheltered by the 
wooded cliffs of the Norton 
and Croft, and the south by 
the South Cliff and sand 
dunes extending for two miles 
to the lofty and rugged head- 
land of Giltar. e Castle 
Hill is the favourite prome- 
nade, and is tastefully laid 
out and provided with seats 
and resting eae by the Cor- 
poration. ere will be found 
many objects of interest, chief 
among them being the ruins 
of the old Castle and Keep, 
the Welsh Memorial to the 
Prince Consort, and the local 
museum, rich in cave bones 
found in the neighbourhood, 
shells and curiosities of all 
kinds. On the summit of the 
hill is the coastguard watch 
house, and just below the 
Castle ruins the lifeboat and 
the life-saving apparatus are 
housed ready for any emer- 
gency. The harbour is on 
the northern side of the hill, 
enclosed by the old pier, 
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and outside this again is the 
Royal Victoria Pier and land- 
ing stage. 

Tenby was granted munici- 
pal government by Henry IV 
in 1402, and has therefore been 
a corporate town—and, for 
the greater part of the time, 
a health resort—for more 
than 500 years. It has been 
strongly fortified, and its old 
walls, towers, and bastions 
are in a fair state of preserv- 
ation. An attempt was made 
in 1873 to demolish one of the 
finest of the old bastions, but 
was frustrated by the public 
spirit of a member of the 
medical profession, the late 
George Chater, F.R.C.S., who, 
at his own expense, obtained 
an injunction from the Court 
of Chancery to prevent it. 
His action is recorded on a 
stone tablet attached to the 


wall. 
Caldy Island is the natural 
breakwater of Tenby, and 
affords shelter from the 
southerly gales to vessels 
pos up and down the 
ristol Channel. The island - 
is a mile long and two-thirds 
of a mile broad, the greater 
part of it being highly culti- 
vated. Its traditions are 
monastic, and there are near the mansion, which is occupied 
by the owner, the Rev. J. Done Bushell, interesting remains, 
recently restored, of a Benedictine monastery of thirteenth- 
century date. There is also a very ancient plainly-built 
church, in the porch of which is an Ogham stone with Latin 
legend inscribed upon it. 
enby has a climate that can best be described as insular. 
From the official returns of the Meteorological Office for 
twenty years it appears that the mean range of temperature 
in winter is 6.5°, and in summer 8.2°, thus comparing most 
favourably with other watering places. In his work on 
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North Shore and Old Pier, Tenby. 
the Climate of South Wales, Dr. Theodore Williams says : 

Sunshine records are carried on at Tenby by the Meteorologica! Office, 
and appear in the well-known table of twelve stations of Great Britain. 
According to this, Tenby has the largest number of sunshiny hours in 
the first quarter (January, February, and March) of the year, and is only 
inferior to Falmouth in the last quarter (October, November, and 
December). 

From published statistics it appears that the mean monthly 
and annual temperature of Tenby is higher in the months of 
November, December, and January than Bournemouth 
Osborne, Eastbourne, Brighton, Llandudno, Hastings, an 

many other health resorts 
in February, March and 
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October about the same, and 
in the summer months 1° to 
5° cooler than the places men- 
tioned. The average mean 
annual temperature for 25 
years was 497°, the average 
rainfall for the same period 
being 35.76 in. In 1902 the 
rainfall was only 30.55 in., but 
the number of days entirely 
without rain was 191. To 
balance this, however, the 
sun shone brightly on 281 
days, showing, what has been 
pointed out by other writers, 
that much of the rain falls at 
night and is followed by 
sunny days. The average 
daily amount of sunshine is 
five hours. 

The climate of the Pem- 
brokeshire coast is dominated 
by the Gulf Stream, which 
moderates the winter cold 
and the summer heat, at 
the same time adding some- 
what to the rainfall. The 
luxuriant vegetation and the 
survival through successive 
winters of what are gener- 
ally considered greenhouse 
plants afford ample proof 
of this. Fuchsias, myrtles, 
hydrangeas, camelias, palms, 
geraniums, coronellas, and 
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lemon-scented verbenas all live through the winter 
without protection. The eucalyptus, cedrus deodara, 
and Norfolk Island pines grow to a great size, and 
yuccas flower in open gardens. It would seem, there- 
fore, that as a winter resort Tenby has much to recom- 
mend it. Abundant sunshine, pure sea air, good altitude, 
dry soil, clean and sheltered shore, and last, but not least, 
excellent golf links on the sandy burrows. In the 
summer, again, it possesses many advantages—equable 
temperature, splendid sea bathing, refreshing breezes, 
and ample occupation and recreation for the naturalist what- 
ever his particular hobby may happen to be. On the Tenby 
sands, on the rocks, on the grassy slopes of the Castle Hill, and 
under the shade of the trees on the Norton Cliff, the visitor 
can enjoy to his heart’s content the rest he so much 
desires. 

In the small parish of Gumfreston, a mile and a-half from 
Tenby, are some curious mineral springs rising near the wall 
of the churchyard. Oneof them contains 2.4 gr. of iron oxide 
in each gallon, resembling in this respect the waters of Tun- 
bridge Wells, and exceeding all other chalybeate waters in 
Great Britain in the large quantity of free carbonic acid held 
in sclution. This water has not as yet been utilized for thera- 
peutic purposes. 

In the limits of this article it is impossible even to 
enumerate the old castles and other objects of interest in the 
neighbourhood, or to enter into a description of the water 
supply, sanitary arrangements, and vital statistics. It may 
be sufficient to say that information upon these points will be 
found in Mates’s Illustrated Tenby, procurable at all the rail- 
way stations, and in the official publication of the Corpora- 
tion, the Seuvenir of Tenby, published by the Health Resorts 
Improvement Association. In both publications, which are 
es illustrated, the descriptive letterpress was written 

y Dr. Douglas Reid, the medical officer of health to the 
borough, who will be pleased to send a copy to any one who 
applies to him for one. 


The Valley of the Towy. 

The excursion to Llandilo and Carreg-Cennen Castle is inland 
to theValley of the Towy to places of great natural beauty, and 
possessed of much archaeological interest. Bret Harte once 
described Dynevor Park at Llandilo as the most beautiful 
spot he had ever seen; Dynevor Castle, the ivy-clad ruins of 
which may still be seen, was bu!!! by Roderick the Great, and 
was the ancient seat of the princes of South Wales, from whom 
the present peer descends in a direct line. An old church 
within the park is supposed to have been built on the site of 
a Roman temple. Golden Grove, the seat of Earl Cawdor, 
Chairman of the Great Western Company, is chiefly cele- 
brated as the residence for some years of the famous Bishop 
Jeremy Taylor, who wrote some of his greatest works there. 
About four miles from Llandilo are the remains of Carreg- 
Cennen Castle, occupying the summit of an isolated roc 
nearly a hundred yards in perpendicular height. The erec- 
tion of this fortress is variously ascribed to a chieftain named 
Goronw, and to Urien Reged, the remote ancestor of the 
House of Dynevor. The simplicity of its architecture 
bespeaks an early origin, and there can be little doubt of its 
being of ancient British construction. Roman coins have 
been found in the foundations, and also a stone hatchet, 
evidently of a date anterior to the use in Britain of metal for 
military weapons. 

Llanwrtyd. 


The trip to Llanwrtyd (where Mr. Campbell Davys has 
generously undertaken to entertain roo visitors to luncheon, 
and also to provide carriages for drives to places of interest) 
will take the members to the region of the Welsh wells. 
Lilanwrtyd and Llandrindod are famous for their chalybeate 
and sulphur a Llangammarch for its barium waters. 
Any one of these places might serve as a starting point for 
holidays in Mid or North Wales. 


Caerphilly and Castell Coch. 

The excursion to Caerphilly Castle and Castell Coch (where 
the visitors will be the guests of Lord Bute) will involve a 
journey through the famous steam coal valleys of Glamorgan. 
Caerphilly Castle is celebrated for a leaning tower, with a 
greater inclination from the perpendicular than even that of 
Pisa. It is nearly 80 ft. high, and is 11 ft. out of the perpen- 
dicular. This, the first concentric castle in Britain, is nine 
miles from Cardiff, and occupies about 30 acres of ground. It was 
built towards the end of the reign of Henry III. Castle Coch 
—Red Castle—about three miles from Cardiff, was originally 


built by Ivor Bach to defend the pass of the Valley of the 
Taff. Restored by the late Lord Bute, it has in modern days 
come into notice as the place chosen by the father of the 
present peer for an experiment on an extensive scale in wine 
production. The vineyard is admirably placed to catch the 
sun, but though the wine has been regularly made for many 
seasons past, the Castell Coch brand has not yet become 
popular. Members of the Association selecting this trip will 
find Cardiff an excellent centre from which to proceed in 
almost any direction. 

It is probable that other excursions will have been arranged 
before the annual meeting; the ones described in the fore- 
going give an idea of the varied character of the social side of 
the programme. 


Honorary LocaL SECRETARIES OF THE MEETING. 
The Honorary Local Secretaries of the meeting are Mr. 
W. F. Brook, F.R.C.S., Longlands House, Swansea, and 
Dr. Frank G. Taomas, 2, Brunswick Place, Swansea. 


GENERAL COUNCIL 


MEDICAL EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION. 
SUMMER SESSION, 1903. 


REPORTS OF PROCEEDINGS. 
Thursday, May 28th, 1903. 
Sir Wittram Turner, K.C.B., President, in the Chair. 


THE minutes of the previous day’s proceedings were read and 
confirmed. 


DISCIPLINARY CASES. 
Strangers were ordered to withdraw, and the Council pro- 
ceeded with its business in camera. 
Later on in the day (3.25) the PresipENT announced that 
further consideration of the case which had been under their 
consideration was adjourned until next session. 


Case of David Barnett Bradlaw, L.R.C.P § 8.1. 

The Council then proceeded with the consideration of the 
ease of David Barnett Bradlaw, registered as of 4, Harrington 
Street, Dublin, Lic., Lic. Midwif. 1899, R. Coll. Phys. Irel., 
Lic., Lic. Midwif. 1899, R. Coll. Surg. Irel. The charge was: 

That you, being a registered medical practitioner, have associated 
yourself in dental practice with your brother, Henry Jacob Bradlaw, 
a dental practitioner, registered as residing at No. 4, Harrington Street, 
Dublin, and have earried on a dental practice at No. 146, Inverness 
Terrace, Bayswater, W., in your said brother’s name, and have personated 
him; and further, that the dental practice carried on at No. 146, Inver- 
ness Terrace as aforesaid is extensively advertised by pamphlets and in 
newspapers and otherwise. 

Mr. Muir Mackenzie, the Legal Assessor of the Council, 
and the Solicitor to the Council were present. Mr. R. W. 
Turner appeared on behalf of the British Dental Association. 
Mr. Housten and Mr. Rosenthal appeared on behalf of Dr. 
Bradlaw, instructed by Mr. F. G. Emanuel, solicitor. 

The So.ticitor read the charge. 

Mr. TuRNER opened the case on behalf of the British Dental 
Association, and stated that the case arose out of proceedings 
which had been taken in the Marylebone Police Court against 
Dr. Bradlaw by the British Dental Association for not being 
qualified as a dentist, which proceedings were dismissed. He 
then referred to the evidence taken at the police court, the 
statutory declaration of a Mr. Brown, and the pamphlets and 
newspapers referred to in the notice. The General Medical 
Council had already called the attention of dentists to the 
fact that if they claimed certain peculiarities or inventions in 
regard to their work that that might be considered to be 
infamous conduct in a professional respect. He considered 
that the advertisements and pamphlets were indicative of 
the fact that Dr. Bradlaw was claiming a superiority over 
other members of the profession, which became infamous and 
disgraceful conduct in a professional respect. He then re- 
ferred to certain letters written to the Council, in which Dr. 
Bradlaw stated that he had net associated himself in dental 
api with his brother, and that he was prepared to throw 

imself on the mercy of the Council. 

Mr. Houston, in opening the case on behalf of Dr. Bradlaw, 
said that there had not previously been the slightest reflection 
on his character. He had testimonials of the strongest 
description from a number of the most important men of his 
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profession in his own couuiry. If he was to be convicted at 
all, he would be convicted on the evidence partly of a gentle- 
man who occupied the position of an “ inquiry agent.” He 
referred to Mr. Brown. The Council would have a conflict of 
testimony between his client and Mr. Brown, and in consider- 
ing that they would have to take into account what had been 
the antecedents of his client. The testimonials were not those 
which were usually obtained to discharge a formal duty, but 
were evidently inspired by an interest in Dr. Bradlaw. He 
then read various testimonials to Dr. Bradlaw’s character, 
which he thought any man might be proud of, and which he 
submitted should cause the Council to scrutinize very care- 
fully any evidence in support of the charge. All Dr. Bradlaw 
had done had been to supervise for his brother 
the issue of the circulars and pamphlets in which 
there was nothing to which objection could be taken; 
they were perfectly harmless advertisements, and if 
advertising were illegitimate then surely a dentist might 
issue an advertisement of this kind without being deemed 
guilty of infamous conduct in a professional respect. The 
only allegation in support of the charge was that Mr. Brown 
had gone to Dr. Bradlaw’s house and put some questions to 
him, the nature of which it was impossible to find out, 
because Mr. Brown had given three or four different versions. 
No evidence had been adduced to show that Dr. Bradlaw 
represented himself as a dentist, or that he was in any way 
associated with the business carried on by his brother. The 
mere fact of his having supervised the issuing of the adver- 
tisements could not be conduct which the Council could deem 
infamous in a professional respect. For what he had done 
Dr. Bradlaw had desired to express his regret, and offered to 
give the fullest undertaking which the Council might think 
proper to impose. If the Council was of opinion that it was 
improper for him to have allowed the dentist’s business to 
be carried on in his house by means of advertisements he had 
anticipated the Council’s judgement in that respect, because 
he had stopped the advertisements, and if his brother desired 
to carry on this business in London he must set it up 
at some other place; and he reminded the Council 
of the further fact that Dr. Bradlaw had derived no pecuniary 
benefit whatever from the business. What he had done he 
had done in an error of judgement, and he was willing to 
make any reparation that was in his power. On the other 
hand, if the Council in its discretion thought that Dr. 
Bradlaw had been guilty of infamous conductin a professional 
respect—and it was clearly within its power to do so if the 
facts in its judgement supported the case—he earnestly 
appealed to it to exercise its prerogative of mercy. 

In reply to the Presipent, Mr. Houston said he did not 
desire to take up the time of the Council by calling Dr. 
Bradlaw as a witness, as he could only reiterate what he had 
told them and what was contained in documents. 

No member of the Council desiring to put any questions to 
Dr. Bradlaw, strangers and parties were directed to withdraw. 

On their readmission, the PrEsIDEN?, addressing Dr. Brad- 
law, said: ‘‘ Mr. Bradlaw, the Council have deliberated on 
your case, and they have come to the conclusion that the 
facts alleged against you in the notice of inquiry have been 
proved to the satisfaction of the Council; but they have 
adjourned the further consideration of the charge until the 
next session, on a date of which notice will be given you, 
when you will have to appear and satisfy the Council as to 
your conduct in the interval.” 


Case of E. A. Cloete Smith, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 

The Council then proceeded to the consideration of the case 
of Edward Arnold Cloete Smith, registered as of 1, West- 
bourne Street, W., Mem. R. Coll. Surg. Eng. 1884, Lic. R. 
Coll. Phys. Lond. 1884, who had been summoned to appear 
before the Council to answer the following charge, as formu- 
lated by the Council’s Solicitor : 

That you have systematically sought to attract practice and patients by 
means of circulars, circular letters, and inspired articles in the lay press, 
the circulars and circular letters printing your name, and in some cases 
your address, and publishing your name as surgeon of an institution 
which publicly advertises treatment of cancer by electricity, called the 
Free Hospital for Medical Treatment of Cancer by Electricity. 

Mr. Muir Mackenzie appeared as Legal Assessor. Dr. Bate- 
man attended on behalf of the Medical Defence Union, the 
complainants. 

_Mr. Epwarp ARNOLD CLoeTE in reply to the Pre- 
— said that he desired to be represented by Dr. Hugh 

oods. 

The PREsIDENT in this connexion called the attention of 
the Council to the standing orders, which were to the effect 


that an accused person may .be represented by a solicitor 
with or without counsel. . 

Dr. BatemaN said he was directed by the Medical Defence 
Union to prefer a charge against Mr. Cloete Smith 
of circulating or permitting to circulate notices adver- 
tising himself and a special hospital of which he was the sole 
medical officer. In February last the Charity Organization 
Society forwarded tothe Uniona pamphletand certain handbills 
advertising a free hospital for medical treatment of cancer by 
electricity at 100, Palace Gardens Terrace, Notting Hill Gate, 
and giving the name and qualifications of Mr. E. Cloete 
Smith, M.R.C.S., L R.C.P.Lond., and stating that people had 
consulted the Society as to the hospital and its trust- 
worthiness for support. About the same time further atten- 
tion was called to the hospital and Mr. Cloete Smith by an 
article in the Pall Mall Gazette of February 27th, unsigned, 
and to reprints circulated and signed ‘‘H. Black.” In 
addition, a letter, signed by Mrs. Helen Black, was 
freely distributed, and in this also Mr. Cloete Smith’s 
name appeared prominently. On March 8th _ the 
Union addressed a letter to Mr. Cloete Smith calling 
his attention to the printed letter and article re- 
ferring to his method of treatment. To this he_re- 

lied that he would take steps to repress Mrs. 

lack’s letter, which showed that he was aware of its 
existence, but had taken no steps to repress it until the Union 
took action. A copyof Mrs. Black’s letter was sent to His 
Majesty the King, and came into the possession later of the 
President of the Royal College of Physicians, who thought 
the inspired article sufficiently dangerous to the public by 
encouraging false hopes to induce him as Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Cancer Research Fund to send a 
letter to the Pall Mall Gazette warning the public against its 
misleading nature. In order to ascertain if the circular, etc., 
were issued for the hospital a clerk to Messrs. Hempson, 
solicitors to the Union, was instructed to call at the hospital, 
and, as would be seen by his declaration, copies of the hand- 
bill advertisements were given to him by the hall porter or 
commissionaire. Dr. Bateman submitted that the documents 
taken together proved the charge of advertising of, and on 
behalf of, Mr. Cloete Smith. It might be argued, and he had no 
doubt would be, that Mr. Cloete Smith did not himself publish 
print, or circulate these eulogistic articles; but by tacitly 
consenting to others doing so, and not attempting to disclaim 
or repress them until warned by the Union, Mr. Cloete Smith 
had rendered himself liable for their circulation. The case 
came within the authority of in re Irvine and in re Rendall, 
and, in conclusion, he submitted that Mr. Cloete Smith had 
been guilty of advertising for the purpose of procuring 
patients, and had thereby come within the penal clause of the 
Medical Act. 

The declaration of Mr. Tyrrell, clerk to Messrs. Hempsons, 
was read. Mr. TyRRELL cna his signature and sub- 
mitted himself for cross-examination. 

Mr. Crorrse Situ again submitted that he should have the 
assistance of Dr. Hugh Woods, who knew all the facts of the 
case, for the purpose of cross-examining the witness. 

The PresipDEnT elicited the fact that Mr. Howard Thomp- 
son, a solicitor, was present in connexion with the matter. 

Mr. Howarp Tuompson said that he was not instructed in 
tke matter. He as but would ask permis- 
sion to put one question to the witness. : > 

Pesmisten hove been granted, he asked the witness if he 
was certain that the commissionaire said the hospital accepted 
donations, who said that he saw nothing in the hospital which 
was not such as sci would — any other hospital; he saw 
no wards, but simply two waiting rooms. 

This closed the case in support of the charge, and a. 
CLOETE SmiTH said aie he would place his defence in the 
hands of Dr. Hugh Woods. 

The Pacemenernaaied out that the Council had not given 
leave for this to be done. ‘ 

Mr. CLorrE SmitH pleaded ignorance of the Council’s pro- 

dure. 

Mr. Grorce Brown ‘moved that the standing orders be 
suspended in order that a Hugh Woods might be permitted 
to ask questions of the witnesses. 

Sir CHRISTOPHER Nixon seconded. He thought when 
gentleman brought before the Council was not acquainte 
with the procedure they ought to give him every facility to 
meet the charge. 

' Sir Vicror Horsxy said he had proposed such a a 
a few days before, but was not sure that it expedited the wor 
of the Council. He inquired if Mr. Cloete Smith desired to 
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call Dr. Woods as a witness as well as that he should conduct 
his defence. 

Mr. CLoETE Smit replied in the affirmative. 

Dr. BatEMAN objected to Dr. Woods acting in a dual 
capacity. 

After some further discussion, in the course of which it was 
shown that a letter had been sent to Dr. Hugh Woods by 
Mr. Winterbotham, the Solicitor to the Council, on May 12th, 
informing him that in the opinion of the Penal Cases Com- 
mittee he could not appear, and Mr. Cloete Smith having 
assured the Council in reply to Dr. Windle that he would 
not call Dr. Hugh Wood as a witness, the motion was put 
and agreed to. 

Mr. Howarp THompson said, in answer to Dr. HucH Woops, 
that, knowing that the treatment of cancer by electricity 
was a subject of much discussion, he and hia wife thought 
they would like at their own expense to found a hospital for 
the ry eee of testing the method. As Mr. Cloete Smith was 
an old friend, he asked him to act as surgeon to the hospital, 
in order that it might be under proper medical supervision. 
Mr. Cloete Smith had been for some years engaged in elec- 
trical work. Witness was entirely responsible for the 
pecuniary affairs of the hospital, and he did not found it with 
a view to any personal profit. He took the hospital for two 
years, because he was assured that nothing very satisfactory 
could be done ina shorter time. He never asked for public 
contributions. The statement which the commissionaire was 
reported to have made was entirely untrue. He agreed to pay 
Mr. Cloete Smith £50 a year to cover his out-of-pocket ex- 
penses. He was unaware of any advertisement in connexion 
with the hospital. Immediately he saw the article he asked 
for an explanation, and was assured that Mr. Cloete Smith 
was in no way responsible for it, and had in no way inspired 
it. He knew of the circular issued by Mrs. Black; he did 
not consider there was anything derogatory, or which could 
affect Mr. Cloete Smith injuriously in his name appearing in 
them, as lawyers’ names were put on prospectuses. He took 
exception to the way in which the declaration of Mr. Tyrrell 
had been made, and the way in which the evidence had been 
obtained. 

Dr. BaTeMAN, in reply to the PresipEnt, said Mr. 
Thompson’s connexion with the hospital was absolutely 
unassailable, and he would not ask any questions. 

By the PresipEnt: He drew up the circular to be given to 
people who came to the hospital. 

By Sir Victor Horstry: The house had never before been 
used as a hospital; he paid £160 a-year for two years for it. 
Everything had been done for the comfort of the people who 
went there, and the instruments he believed were second to 
none. 

By Sir C. Nixon: The hospital was furnished at his ex- 
pense; there was no discrimination in the- furnishing of the 
rooms. 

The further consideration of the case was adjourned. 


THE PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION OF THE ConJoInt BOARD IN 
ENGLAND. 

Sir Victor Horstey, before the Council rose, wished form- 
ally to ask when the report of the Examination Committee 
would be furnished to members of Council. 

Dr. Norman Moorg, on a point of order, said the Council 
was at an end, and the question could not be put. 

The PresipENT had no doubt they would get the report on 
the following day. 

Sir Victor Horstuy thought he was entitled to an answer 
from the Chairman of the Examination Committee. 

Mr. Bryant said the President had given the only satis- 
factory answer. 


Friday, May 29th, 1903. 
Sir Witi1am Turner, K.C.B., President, in the Chair. 


THE minutes of the previous day’s proceedings were read and, 
as amended, confirmed. 


DIscrPLInary CASEs. 
Case of Mr. E. A. Cloete Smith. 

The Council resumed the consideration of the charge against 
Mr. Edward Arnold Cloete Smith. 

Mrs. HELEN Buiack (examined by Dr. Woops) said 
that for some time she had taken a great interest in the treat- 
ment of cancer by electricity. She was the author of the 
articles in the Pall Mali Gazette. Mr. Cloete Smith was not 
consulted as to the terms of the articles before publication ; 


he knew nothing about it. She did not see him or correspond 
at all with any one on the subject ; what she wrote was done 
entirely by herself. She had many inquiries as to the hos- 
pital, and she had the circulars printed in ord«* to save her 
the trouble of writing in reply and in order to answer them 
as expeditiously as possible. Mr. Cloete Smith had no know- 
ledge of them until they were printed. Shortly after he 
wired urging her to stop the circulation, which she immedi- 
ately took steps to do. 

In cross-examination, the witness said that she desired to 
obtain information about electricity, and it was for that pur- 
pose she saw Mr. Cloete Smith. The article complained of 
simply contained her own ideas gathered at different times. 
Although the article was contained in paragraphs in inverted 
commas, it was not intended to convey to the public that they 
were Mr. Cloete Smith’s ideas. The article was the result of 
a conversation she had had with some half-a-dozen people 
which was afterwards boiled down. She first heard of this 
hospital at a sapper ; Mr. Cloete Smith she had never seen at 
the hospital. 

By Mr. Tomss: Mr. Cloete Smith did not relate to her any 
of his experiences in the treatment. nig 

By the Presipent: What she had put in inverted commas 
was what she had heard not from one doctor alone but from 
other sources, and it was all put under the head of doctor. 

Mr. Epwarp ARNOLD CLOETE SMITH (examined by Dr. 
Hua Woops) said he had absolutely no knowledge of the 
printed letters before they were sent out; immediately he 
ascertained the fact he telegraphed to Mrs. Black and urged 
her to stop the circulation of them. ; 

By Mr. Murr Mackenziz: He had not the telegram with 
him, but it could be obtained from the Post Office. Before 
the publication of the article in the Pall Mall Gazette he had 
no knowledge of it. 

By Dr. Woops: Dr. Bateman first called his attention to it. 
He did not consider that an article of that character was cal- 
culated to confer distinction on the individual it referred to. 
He had studied the subject of electrical treatment of cancer 
for some years, and had discussed with Mrs. Black its value 
or otherwise. He had no idea that the result of this con- 
versation was going to be published. He had derived no 
benefit from his connexion with the hospital, in fact, it was 
alosstohim. His object in giving attention to it was simply 
to thresh out the value or otherwise of the treatment of cancer 
by electricity. 

Cross-examined by Dr. Bateman: He could not say, so far 
as medical treatment was concerned, that what was done at 
this hospital was different to what was done at any other 
hospital in London, except that the treatment might be a 
little longer and that it was carried out with instruments 
which he had himself invented. The leaflets which had 
been referred to were not given away tothe public. He 
could not give the name of a hospital in London where such 
leaflets were issued. Advertising was done by hospitals, 
and he produced a pamphlet issued by one in support of his 
statement. 

The PrEsIDENT pointed out that it was an advertisement of 
an institution to provide medical treatment for persons in the 
last stages of lung disease and dying, and had insufficient 
means to provide for themselves and no one to take care of 
them. 

By Dr. Bateman: He was sole medical officer to the 
hospital ; it was not a hospital for in-patients, and was not to 
be regarded as a home. He did not have interviews with 
Mrs. Helen Black. He did not identify any portion of the 
article or himself with it when he saw it. No reports of the 
hospital were sent out to persons who made inquiry as to the 
treatment in the hospital. He knew that the article had 
been reprinted and issued in pamphlet form; he understood 
that that had been done under Mrs. Black’s authority, but it 
was without his permission. 

Mr. CLorete SmitH tendered Mrs. Howard Thompson as & 
witness, but the Council did not require to hear her. fe, 

Mr. CLorre Smirx, in addressing the Council, denied 
entirely that he was responsible for the, letters that were 
issued, or that he inspired the article that had been prepared. 
The only circular which he could in any way be called upon 
to account for was one sent out by Mr. Thompson calling 
attention to the hospital, and on that his name was simply 
mentioned in order to show that the hospital was under proper 
supervision. If the Council disapproved of that he could 
express his regret. Mrs. Black, in her evidence, 


accepted the full responsibility for the circulars which she 
had sent out, and which were printed simply for her own 
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convenience to forward to her own private friends. The 
allegation that he was associated with the printing and 
sending out of the circulars was absolutely false. The statu- 
tory declaration of Mr. Tyrrell was a most colourless docu- 
ment. It described the appearance of the hospital with mar- 
vellous accuracy, and that there were two patients, a captain 
and a major, in the institution, but they were simply there 
because they were quite unable to pay for such an expensive 
course of treatment. Mr Tyrrell seemed to insinuate that 
rich men were taken as patients, but it was notso. There 
were many people who could afford to pay for ordinary medi. 
cal treatment but were unable to pay fora long electrical 
course of treatment, the cost of which was very great. There 
was no evidence that he had systematically canvassed for 
patients. He had simply done his best to render Mr. Howard 
Thompson’s efforts in regard to the treatment of cancer by 
electricity productive of useful results, and this he sub- 


- mitted could not in a way be considered as conduct infamous 


in a professional respect. The charge of systematic can- 
vassing was untrue, and he hoped the Council would do him 
the justice to acquit him of it. 

Dr. Bateman, in reply to the PrestpENT, said he did not 
wish to add anything further. 

Strangers and parties were directed to withdraw, and on 
readmission, the PresipENT, addressing Mr. Cloete Smith, 
said: ‘‘Mr. Cloete Smith, the Council, after deliberation, has 
decided that the facts alleged against you in the notice of 
inquiry have not been proved to its satisfaction.” 


THe New NortHERN UNIVERSITIES. 

The Council then proceeded with the consideration of the 
following motion, standing over from the business which was 
before iton May 23rd: 

Moved by Mr. Jackson? seconded by Mr. Brown: 

That the Council petition the Privy Council that, in the event of the 
Victoria University being divided into two or more separate universities, 
a single representative should continue to represent the whole col- 
lectively. 

_Dr. McVait expressed the opinion that if the Council de- 
cided that a university which was proposed to be founded 
should have only one-third of a member, then undoubtedly 
the people of great localities, such as Liverpool and York- 
shire, would feel that they were being put on a lower level 
than universities which were acti so large, and the whole 
political influence of Lancashire and Yorkshire would be used 
against them. He hoped Mr. Jackson would withdraw his 
motion, so that the Councii should not appear to be in any 
way opposed to the growth of these new universities. 

The PRESIDENT appealed to Mr. Jackson to withdraw the 
motion, but Mr. Jackson declined. 

Sir CuristoPHEeR Nixon urged that it was not the business 
of the Council when the new University was created by Charter 
to volunteer the advice to the Government that one of the 

—v in connexion with a University should be withheld 

‘om it. 

In reply to Mr. Brown the Presipsnt said that no Bill for 
the new University had yet been introduced into Parliament. 

Sir Victor Hors.ey asked Mr. Jackson whether he would 
not withdraw his motion upon another ground. The Charter 
of the new University of Liverpool had been laid on the table 
of the House on the previous night. He now felt that he could 
not vote for Mr. Jackson’s motion "1ntil he had seen the terms 
of the Charter. It might well ve that Liverpool was not 
claiming this representation ; at iny rate, some supporters of 
the Charter had expressed themselves in that sense. 

Mr. BENNETT moved the previous question and Dr. ATTHILL 
seconded. 

The PRESIDENT pointed out that according to the standing 
orders, when the previous question was moved the Council, 
instead of proceeding to deal with the motion then before it, 
passed to the next item on the programme, and that proposi- 
tion was to be put without debate. He therefore put to the 
Council the previous question. It was carried, and the 
President stated that by the standing orders the motion 
dropped from the programme of business. 


INSPECTION OF THE EXAMINATIONS OF THE APOTHECARIES’ 
Hatt, Dustin. 

The Council then resumed the consideration postponed 
from May 22nd (for the production by Mr. Tichborne of 
certain documents) of the following resolution : 

Moved by Dr. MACALISTER, seconded by Mr. BRYANT: 

That the President be requested to call the attention of the’authorities 
of the Apothecaries’ Hall, Dublin, to the case referred to in the Examina- 
tion Committee’s report on the July (1902) Examinations; and to state 


that, in view of the legal interpretation placed by the Council’s advisers 
on ‘the terms of the Medical Act, 1886, the. Council regards the course 
taken by the Apothecaries’ Hall as irregular. 

Mr. TIcHBORNE stated that from what he had learnt, the 
course which was taken was irregular. 

After some discussion, the motion was put to the Council 
and carried. 


SprectaL SESSION FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS ON 
EXAMINATIONS. 

The PresiDENT asked the Council to guide him as to the 
remaining business of the meeting. It had got rid of all the 
penal business, which had cost a great deal of trouble and 
money, though he did not know whether the result was alto- 
gether worth them. The first business on the programme 
was to receive a report from the Education Committee. Then 
came the notice of motion by Mr. Bryant to postpone the con- 
sideration of the Inspectors’ and Visitors’ reports and of the 
reports on these by the Examination Committee until July 
28th, when a special meeting of the Council should be held. 
Then followed reports of the Examination Committee on the 
Final and Primary Examinations. The report of the Educa- 
tion Committee was intimately linked with the reports of the 
Examination Committee on the inspection of the Primary 
Examinations. The question was whether if the reports of the 
Examination Committee were to be postponed, the report. 
from the Education Committee should not also be postponed. 
If the Council accepted this view, it ought now to proceed to 
the consideration of Mr. Bryant’s motion. He would suggest 
to Mr. Bryant that he should include the report of the Educa- 
tion Committee in his motion. He must, however, call the 
attention of the Council to the fact that if the postponement 
did take place it meant a considerable expense. That 
was a fact Council must face. 

Mr. TomEs inquired the expense. 

The PresIDENT replied that it depended on the number of 
days it would take, and he was not prepared to say how 
many. 

The REGISTRAR said that the cost of the Council was £750 
for a two days’ session, and about 4175 for each of the fol- 
lowing days. 

The PRESIDENT remarked these figures showed what an ex- 
pensive body the Council was. 

Mr. Brown thought it would be more convenient if the 
reports of Inspectors and Visitors’ reports and of the Educa- 
tion Committee were received and entered on the minutes. 
Then they could be considered before the session in July. — 

Dr. McVam distinctly objected to these reports going 
upon the minutes until the Council was going to discuss 
them. It would be quite unfair in the case of some of the 
reports that this should be done until the representative of 
the bodies concerned had had an opportunity of making a 
reply. The members had received these reports as confi- 
dential, and confidential they must remain until the Council 
was prepared to discuss them. 

Mr. Bryant, as Chairman of the Examination Committee, 
then moved the postponement of the Inspector’s and Visitor’s 
reports, and the reports by the Examination Committee 
thereon, until July 28th. 

Dr. McVait, in seconding the motion, said that it was 
the unanimous finding of the Committee with the exception 
of Mr. Bryant, who had expressed no opinion either way. 

Sir Witt1AM THOMSON, as a member of the Committee, was 
not in favour of it. ; 

Dr. McVait had not understood that before. The question 
was whether the members thought they could do justice to 
the reports without having had them in their hands for a 
sufficient length of time. He thought the Council should not 
grudge the money for carrying on what was really its 
business. The Committee had not the slightest desire to 
dictate to the Council, and it was willing to continue the 
discussion on Monday and the following days if necessary. 
He, however, understood that the President and other mem- 
bers could not be present on Monday, and he thought it 
would be wrong to consider such reports in the absence of 
the President. 

The PRESIDENT expressed the wish that the motion for an 
adjournment should be discussed without a definite date 
being named, becaue the date suggested would not suit him. 

Sir WiLt1Am THomson said it would be impossible for him 
to be present on the day suggested. He thought it would be 
better to continue the present session. If an adjourned 
session were held there would be the cost of travelling. The 
matters were, exceeding important not only to the Colleges, 
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the Universities, and Conjoint Bodies concerned, but to educa- 
tion generally. It was an exceedingly unpleasant thing for 
several of the bodies to have the report in existence, perhaps 
not technically published, but certainly discussed and talked 
about. It was far better that, as soon as the Council had ar- 
rived at some view as to these reports, it should face the issue 
with these bodies. This business, which had been going over 
session after session for five years had at last reached what it 
was hoped was a definite point; but the Council was met by 
proposals for postponement till November or July. It would 
be far better to sit two or three days more than go to the 
great inconvenience of another session in two months. 

Dr. WINDLE expressed his entire agreement with the view 
that the matter should be postponed, as it was impossible 
that the President could be present next week, but he observed 
that one report in which he was concerned had been hanging 
in the air for nearly twelve months. 

Dr. Pye-Smiru protested against an extra meeting. He 
thought the state of the finances was enough to show that 
that was unjustifiable. He proposed that the matter should 
be postponed until the meeting in November. 

Dr. LittLe seconded, but after some discussion“the amend- 
ment was lost by 11 votes to 13. 

On the motion of Dr. MacA.istTErR, seconded by Sir Victor 


_ Horsey, it was agreed that after the words ‘‘ Examination 


Committee ” the motion should run “ other than those of the 
Universities of Victoria, Durham, and Cambridge. 
Dr. MacAuister thought the reports ought to be received 

and entered on the minutes, even though no discussion took 

lace, otherwise they were still secret documents, and in the 
interests of the Council, the public, and the bodies, that was 
extremely undesirable. 

A discussion then took place as to date of the special meet- 
ing, and it was finally arranged that it should be July 15th. 
The Presivent then put the following resolutions, which 

were carried: 

That the consideration by the Medical Council of the Inspector’s and 
Visitor’s Reports and of the reports on these by the Examinatien Com- 
mittee, other than those of Victoria, Durham, and Cambridge Universities 
be postponed until July 15th, when a special meeting of the Council shall 
be held for the purpose of taking them into consideration. 

That the consideration of the report of the Education Committee be 
postponed to the same meeting of Council. 

Sir Vicrok Horstery, in reply to the PreEsIDENT, said in 
consequence of what had taken place his motion dropped. 

It was moved by Dr. MacAtistErR, seconded by Sir Victor 
Horsey, and resolved: 

That the reports from the Examination Committee on the inspection of 
the following Final Examinations : University of Cambridge, University 
of Oxford, University of London, Victoria University, and the Conjoint 
Board of England, be received and entered on the minutes. 

Moved by Sir Victor Horsiry, seconded by Sir JoHN 
TUKE, and resolved : 

That the report from the Education Committee be received and entered 
on the minutes. 

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 
Committees were constituted as follows: 


Pharmacopoeia Committee. 
Dr. Norman Moore, Dr. MacAlister, Dr. Atthill, Sir George Philipson, 
Sir John Tuke, Mr. Tichborne, Dr. Payne, Dr. McVail. 


Finance Committee. 
Dr. Pye-Smith, Dr. Bennett, Mr. Bryant, Mr. Tomes, Dr. Heron Watson. 


: Dental Committee. 
The President (Chairman), Mr. Bryant, Sir Charles Ball, Dr. Heron 
Watson, Mr. Tomes. 


Dental Education and Examination Committee. 
Mr. Bryant, Dr. Finlay, Dr. Bennett, Mr. Brown, Sir Charles Ball, Mr. 
Tomes, Dr. Lindsay Steven. 


Students’ Registration Committee. 
Sir Hugh Beevor, Dr. Mackay, Dr. MacAlister, Dr. Bennett, Sir John 
Tuke, Sir William Thomson. 


Examination Committee. 
Nominated by 


English Branch | Scottish Branch | Irish Branch 
Council. | ouncil. | Council. 
| 
Mr. Bryant | Dr. Heron Watson Sir Charles Ball 
Mr. Young | Dr. MeVail Dr. Little 
Dr. Payne | Dr. Finlay Sir William Thomson 


. Education Committee. 
Nominated by 


English Branch 


Scottish Branch Irish Branch 
Council. il 


Council. Council. 


Dr. Norman Moore | gir John Tuke Sir C. Nixon 
Dr. MacAlister _ Dr. Mackay Dr. Bennett 
Dr. Windle - | Dr. McCall Anderson | Sir William Thomson 
Public Health Committee. 
Nominated by 
English Branch | Scottish Branch Irish Branch 

Council. | Council. Council. 
Mr. Power | Dr. Bruce Sir Charles Ball 
Mr. Jackson | Dr. MeVail Mr. Tichborne 
Sir G. Philipson | Dr. Lindsay Steven | Dr. Bennett 


REPORT OF PHARMACOPOEIA COMMITTEE. . 
On the motion of Dr. MacALIsTER, seconded by Dr. Norman 
Moorg, it was, after some discussion, agreed : 
That the Report of the Pharmacopoeia Cofnmittee be received, entered 
on the minutes, and approved. 


Report. 

The report stated that 33,880 copies of the British Pharmacopoeia 1898, 
and 541 copies of the Indian and Colonial Addendum, 1901, had been dis- 
posedof. A further issue of 3,000 copies, which at the present rate of sale 
would suffice for two years or more, had been ordered. An interim report 
on the pharmacopoeial test for arsenium had been received from Pro 
fessor W. R. Dunstan, F.R.S., under whom investigations were being 
carried outin the laboratories of the Imperial Institute. The Committee 
proposed to make a yrant towards the necessary expenses. The first 
instalment of a digest of criticisms and researches bearing on the revision 
of the Pharmacopoeia prepared for the Committee by Mr. William Chatt- 
away, of the Society of Apothecaries, had been received, and it was ex- 
pected that the remainder would be ready in ashort time. 


Report oF Posiic HEALTH COMMITTEE. 

Dr. Bruce moved, Sir Cuas. BALL seconded, and it was 
resolved : 

That the Report of the Public Health Committee be received and entered 
on the minutes. 

Report. 

I. The report recalled the fact that Rule 3 (e) of the regulations for the 
D.P.H. permitting a candidate to gain a practical experience of public 
health administration under a sanitary staff officer of the R.A.M.C. having 
charge ofan army corps, district, or command, was recognized for this pur- 
pose by the General Medical Council. The Committee recommended the 
Council to recognize the following districts: Aldershot; Salisbury Plain; 
Southern and Western Districts; Dublin and Cork Districts; Chatham, 
Home, and Eastern Districts; North-Eastern and North-Western 
Districts ; Scottish District; and Gibraltar. 

II. The Committee had received a letter from the Clerk of the Metro- 
politan Asylums Board transmitting the following regulations respecting 
the attendance at a fever hospital of candidates for the D.P.H.; the 
Committee expressed the opinion that the scheme met in the fullest 
manner the rules and requirements of the Council for diplomas in public 
health. 

That with!a view as far as possible of enabling candidates for the 
Diploma ‘in#Public Health to comply with the regulations of the General 
Medical Council, the Hospitals Committee do hereby sanction the admis- 
sionkof such{ candidates into the Board’s acute fever hospitals, in the 
capacity of clinical assistants, subject (i) to the conditions contained in 
the following,resolution, adopted by the managers on November 6th, 1886 
after consultation with the Local Government Board—namely: 

That the suggestions of the Local Government Board—namely, 
that the gentlemen to be engaged as clinical assistants shall be 
registered medical men..... shall have specified duties......and shall 
be in all respects subject to the regulations in force with regard to 
the hospitals—be adopted by the various hospital committees; 
that the remuneration of such assistants be limited to the allow- 
ance of residence and rations or partial rations, as suggested by 
the Local Government Board; and that that Board be informed 
accordingly. } 

and subject (ii) to the following further conditions, namely: 

(a) That the period of appointment of a clinical assistant shall be 
three months; and 

(b) That the ‘‘ specified duties” referred to in the Board’s resolu- 
tion above set forth shall be those generally allotted by the medical 
superintendent to the junior assistant medical officer of his hos- 
pital, and such other duties as he may determine. 

That it be left in the hands of the Special and Medical Subcommittee to 
make these appointments from time to time, and to take all necessary 
steps for carrying into effect the Hospital C mmittee’s decision. 
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»,Dr. Bruce moved, Sir Coartes Batt seconded, and it was 
resolved that Part 1 of the Report be adopted. 

Dr. Brucs, in moving the adoption of Part II, which was 
agreed to, said there had been considerable difficulty in 
securing proper opportunities for students in Public Health 
admitted to the Metropolitan Board’s asylums. He had had 
an interview with the Clerk, and the Board had met the 
Council in a manner which Dr. Bruce thought was deserving 
of thanks, 

The PrestDENT said he would see that a letter was duly 
forwarded to the Metropolitan Asylums Board. 

The Council then adjourned. 


Saturday, May 30th, 1903. 
Sir Witt1am Turner, K.C.B., President, in the Chair. 
‘The minutes of the previous day’s proceedings as amended 
were confirmed. 
REPORTS OF PROCEEDINGS. 

The PRESIDENT called attention to the circumstance that 
the report of the previous day’s proceedings published in the 
Times contained notices of motion intimated by Sir Victor 
Horsley, which he subsequently withdrew, and which had 
come before the Council. The President desired to state that 
in giving a copy of the programme of the Council’s business, 
marked confidential, it was to be understood that reporters 
should only make use of that part which eventually came 
under the consideration of the Council, and that no reference 
should be made to anything withdrawn from consideration. 


REPORTS OF EXAMINATION COMMITTEE ON FINAL 
EXAMINATIONS. 
Victoria University. 
Mr. Bryant brought up the report by the Examination 
Committee on the Final Examination of the Victoria Univer- 
sity which was reported on in July, 1902. He read certain 
passages and the report was adopted. 


University of Durham. 
Mr. Bryant brought up the report by the Examination 
Committee on the University of Durham of September, 1902. 
He read certain passages in the report, which was adopted. 


University of Cambridge. 

Mr. Bryant next brought up the draft report of the Ex- 
amination Committee on the Inspection of the Final Examin- 
ations for Medical and Surgical Degrees of the University of 
Cambridge held in December, 1902. He proposed that this 
report should be adopted. 

Dr. seconded. 

The PreEsIDEnt said that it would be observed that there 
was no Visitor present, but only the Inspector, Sir George 
TT: This was due to the the fact that Sir Charles Ball, 
who kindly consented to act as Visitor, was at the last 
moment prevented from leaving Dublin on account of an im- 
portant case which at the time was under his charge, and the 
time was too short to enable him (the President) to obtain 
another member of the Council. He felt sure that the 
Council had such entire confidence in Sir George Duffey that 
it might very safely leave the matter in his hands. 

This resolution was agreed to. 


REPORT OF THE EXAMINATION COMMITTEE ON THE PRIMARY 
EXAMINATION OF THE SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES OF 

The PresIDENT presumed that the Council would wish to do 
with this report what it did with the report on the Primary 
Examination of the London Conjoint Board—namely, post- 
pone it until the special meeting of the Council in July. This 
was agreed to. 

On the mction of Mr. Bryant the report was received and 
entered on the minutes. 


REPORT BY THE FINANCIAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE. 

Sir Victor HorstEy, at the request of the PRESIDENT, 
brought up the report of this Committee, the first part of 
which he said was simply a narrative of the resolution passed 
in the Committee; but he would draw the attention of the 
Council to the last paragraph of the report to the effect that 
“the Committee postponed the consideration of the Medical 
Acts Amendment Bill, which was included in the reference 
pending the result of an appeal to the Government for a grant 
towards meeting the deficiency in the Council’s income.” The 
first recommendation which the Committee desired the 
Council to adopt was: 


That the Council adopt the President’s memorandum on the present 
income of the Council as the basis of an appeal to the proper authorities 
and he accordingly moved its adoption. 

Dr. W1nDLE, in seconding the motion, ventured to suggest 
that another paragraph should be introduced into the memo- 
randum, which would considerably strengthen the argument, 
and which had reference to an almost analogous body— 
namely, the Teachers’ Registration Council. He referred to 
the reference to the Incorporated Law Society (SuPPLEMENT 
to the British MEpicaAL JouRNAL, May 3oth, p. Ixvi, col. 1). 
He submitted that the insertion of a paragraph in relation to 
the Teachers’ Registration Council would be a very proper 
parallel to introduce into the memorandum. 

The PRESIDENT pointed out that the memorandum had not 
yet been entered on the minutes. __ 

Sir Victor HorstEy moved, then, as a matter of form, that 
the memorandum of the President and the report of the 
Financial Relations Committee be received and entered on 
the minutes. 

Dr. WINDLE seconded the motion, and it was agreed to. 

Dr. Norman Moore could not agree with the President’s 
memorandum. He thought that the Council had no right to 
ask for any money from any public body. The session had 
shown that the Council did not manage its affairs in a satis- 
factory way. Cases were brought before the Council by the 
Penal Cases Committee with flaws in them, which 
led to a waste of time. If the Council were 
asked to pass a resolution to increase the fees paid by 
the profession he should disapprove even of that; but in his 
opinion the Council had in a variety of ways endeavoured to 
grasp powers which were beyond it, and had given an 
amount of time to varying subjects which it would have 
been much better to have left alone; therefore he was opposed 
to making any request for a grant of public money. 

Mr. GrorcE Brown endorsed Dr. Norman Moore’s re- 
marks. There was a large sum of money invested, and the 
Council should spend that money before asking for a grant 
from the public funds. He also considered that if a more 
critical judgement were given by the Penal Cases Committee 
to the character of the evidence which came before it much 
time would be saved. He then proceeded to criticize the 
action of the Penal Cases Committee, when 

Sir Victor Horstey rose to a point of order. He objected 
to Dr. Norman Moore’s remarks, and also to Mr. Brown’s. If 
they challenged the action of the Penal Cases Committee 
they should do it in a direct fight, but it was not fair to do it 
in this sort of way on a financial debate. 

The PRESIDENT agreed with Sir Victor Horsley. 

Dr. Norman Moore was of opinion that the way the money 
was spent on a question of this kind was a legitimate subject 
of criticism. i 

Sir Victor Horstey said that would be a criticism of the 
exercise of the statutory powers; he was referring to the 
remark that there were flaws in the penal cases sent up by 
the Committee. 

Dr. Norman Moore only objected to the method of the 
Committee, not to any particular member. He was not 
criticizing any particular report, but the genera} way in which 
the business was done. 

Sir Victor Horstry would be glad if Dr. Norman 'Moore 
would raise a distinct issue on the methods employed by the 
Committee. 

Mr. Grorce Brown maintained his right to discuss the 
matter, and he would vote against the motion. 

Sir CoRIsTOPHER Nrxon thought Dr. Norman Moore’s posi- 
tion was logical. The work of the Council had considerably 
increased of late years, and a number of duties which were 
not in the Act when the Council was constituted had been 
imposed upon it. If it was for the interest of the public at 
large that the Council exercised those duties, and especially 
in connexion with penal jurisdiction, why should the public 
object to pay the expenses? He could not conceive why the 
State should not be called upon to contribute to legitimate 
expenses by the Council in protecting the public, which they 
did by exercising their penal jurisdiction. : ; 

Dr. NormMAN Moore, on a point of order, said he did not 
mean that. 

Sir CuristoPpHEeR Nixon understood Dr. Norman Moore 
objected to the Council asking for funds to carry on the work. 
The work which the Council did was not strictly work which 
concerned their own profession at all; it was work of a much 
larger scope, and concerned the public at large, and he 
thought that a very good case had been made out for a con- 


tribution from the State. Ifthe State refused the only alter- 
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native was to raise a fund by an appeal to members of their 

own profession. 

. Dr. Fintay endorsed the remarks of Sir Christopher 
ixon. 

Dr. Lirrte pointed out that the great reason why the 
General Medical Council was established was for the protec- 
tion of the public, and not for the protection of the profession. 
He thought the public should pay a contribution towards the 
expenses incurred in carrying out that duty. 

Sir Joun TUKE pointed out that there was one great objec- 
tion to an application to the State for a grant. If a grant to 
the Council was placed upon the Estimates it was subject to 
the review of the House of Commons, and to that extent the 
Council weuld lose its independence. 

The Presipent did not think the position of the Penal 
Cases Committee was fully understood. That Committee was 
in the position of a grand jury; all that it had to do was to 
see whether there was a prima facie case made out. The 
ease had to be threshed out in the Council. It should be 
remembered that a quantity of evidence was brought before 
the Council at the trial of which the Penal Cases Committee 
did not know. 

Dr. Pye-Smrita thought the Council spent too much time in 
unprofitable wranglings and in long meetings, and too fre- 
quent meetings, and the members of the Council had in- 
creased without steps being taken to arrest the growth. - 

Dr. Mackay, while he thought the position suggested by Sir 
John Tuke was not one which would be desirable, reminded . 
the Council that the Universities of Scotland were in receipt 
of £30,000 a year from the Government, but they were entirely 
free from any control. 

The PRESIDENT pointed out that every grant was subject to 
the criticism of the House of Commons. 

Dr. MoVait supported the Committee, but did not think it 
wise to go to the Government when the Council was in the 
possession of some £35,000. : 

Sir Victor Horsey, in reply, said that in order to do its 
work efficiently and thoroughly the Council required more 
money, and this resolution he hoped would commend itself to 
the Council as a temporary expedient. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

Sir Victor HorstEy moved, and Sir JoHn TUKE seconded : 

That the Council meet each day except on Saturday at 1.30 p.m., and 
shall not sit after 6.30 p.m. 

Sir Wiit14AmM THomson did not approve of the suggestion. 
His experience was that four hours spent in the chamber was 
quite ample. 

Mr. JAcKson agreed with Sir William Thomson. Before he 
came to the Council he was under the impression that the 
work was not hard, but he was of a different opinion now, and 
thought four hours quite sufficient. 

Mr. GzorcE Brown moved as an amendment that the 
Council meet each day at 1.30, and should not sit after 
6 o’clock. 

Dr. MacALisTER seconded the amendment. 

The amendment, on being put, was declared lost. The 
original resolution was then put, when 12 voted for and 16 
against, and it was declared lost. 

Sir Victor HorsLtey moved, Dr. WINDLE seconded, and it 
was agreed— 

That Standing Committees meet at 12 noon on the first day of each 
session of the General Council. 

Sir Victor Horstey moved, Dr. WINDLE seconded, 

That the travelling expenses of members by rail and steamer be limited 
to the actual outlay, together with x guinea for incidental expenses to 
and from London. 

Dr. MacALisTER pointed out that the present expenses 
were based upon a state of things which no existed and 
therefore revision was desirable. 

The resolution was adopted. 

In reply to the PresipEent, Sir Victor Horsey said the 
resolution was not retrospective. 

The following further resolutions were then adopted, on the 
motion of Sir Victor Hors.ey, seconded by Dr. WINDLE: 

That ‘the issue of the second half-yearly volume of the minutes be 
discontinued. 

That in future 200 copies only of the yearly volume of minutes be 
printed [instead of 300]. 

That as soon as possible the printing of the Medical Register be trans. 
ferred to the Council’s own printer. 

That 1,000 copies only of the Medical Register be ordered each year 
{instead of 1,350]. 

That application be made to the Treasury for leave to raise the price of 
publication of the Medical Register from 6s. to 108. 6d. 


Dr. Mackay suggested that the fee for registration and for 


re-registration of qualifications, which stood at 5s., should be 
raised. He did not think that if men desired to have addi- 
tional qualifications placed upon the Register they would be 
deterred by a higher fee. At the present time the revenue 
derived from this source was comparatively small, but he had 
made arough calculation upon the laat figures, and had found 
that by raising the figures from 5s. to £1 or £1 18. it would 
bring an increased revenue of £680 a year to the Council. 
Considering that their deficit was a little over £1,000, that 
would go a long way towards meeting the financial 
difficulty. 

In reply to the Presipent, Dr. Mackay said that the 
section of the Act put this matter entirely within the power 


of the Council. It could do it on its own motion without: 


being subject to review. eon 

Dr. MacAtistER thought the pagecssice well worth con- 
sidering, because to increase the fee from 5s.to 41in the 
case of those whose names had to be replaced on the Register 
through their own neglect would be a kind of a fine; while in 
the other case, where a man had obtained a higher qualifica- 
tion, it was a tax on luxuries which he considered was a very 
proper tax. 

After some further discussion, Dr. Mackay moved, Dr. 
MacAtister seconded, and it was resolved: 

1. That the fee for registration be raised to £1. 

2. That the fee for registration of each additional qualification be raise® 
to 

Dr. MAacAtisTER thought it should be stated that the fee 


for the registration of the D.P.H., which was £2, remained 


as ot present, otherwise the resolution would affect that. 

Sir V«ctor HorstEy moved, Dr. WINDLE seconded, and it. 
was resolved 

That the Executive Committee|be requested to take steps for making” 
changes in the standing orders wior> necessary to bring them into con- 
formity with the foregoing resolutions. ; 

(The Council resolved to consider one of the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee in camera, and strangers were directed 
to withdraw. On readmission no announcement was,made to 
the press.) 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

It was moved by Mr. Bryant, seconded by Dr. Pyz-SmitTH, 
and resolved that the report on income and expenditure for 
the year 1902 be received and entered on the minutes. 


Report. 

The report showed that the income of the General and Branch Councils 
for the year ending December 31st, 1902, was £8,591 88. 7d., and the 
expenditure for the same period £9,924 6s. 8d., leaving a deficit on the 
year’s working of £1,332 188. 1d. The receipts from fees showed a net 
decrease of £349 88., the English Branch having received £49 5s. less, the 
Scottish Branch £346 6s. less, and the Irish Branch £45 178. 6d. more. The 
increase of £793 168s. in the General Council fees was mainly due to the 
special session in February, which cost upwards of £650. There 
was an increase of £115 18. 6d. in law expenses, the case of 
W. A. Jones alone costing over £100, and of £143 78. 3d. in 
the cost of inspection of examination due to the larger number 
of bodies under review. A‘considerable econciiy had been effected in 
printing and miscellaneous expenses, the excess of expenditure over in- 
come was about £170 less than the average for the past seven years. The 
Pharmacopoeia accounts showed a profit of £549 18s. rod. mainly due to 
the sale of the Government edition of the Indian and Colonial Addendum, 
The surrender value of the policy for the sinking fund proved to be 
4408 168., While the amount paid in premiums was £646 178. 6d. The value 
of the policy was credited to the General Council’s receipts and the de- 
ficiency on the year’s working was thereby decreased. No grant was 
made to the funds of the Irish Branch during ro0z. It was assumed that 
the receipts of the Branch would be £800 while its expenses would be 
4100 less, owing to the change in office arrangements; on this basis there 
would be a deficiency of £250 and the Committee therefore recommended 
a grant of £35c. The dental registration fund showed a surplus of income 
over expenditure of £249 128. 10d. 

It was moved by Mr. Bryant, seconded by Dr. Pye-SmirH, 
and resolved: 

That a grant of £300 be made towards the expenses of the Irish Branch 
Council for the current year. 


RECIPROCITY WITH CANADA. 

Mr. Tomxs asked the President, in reference to the sug- 
gestion for an amendment of Part II of the Medical Act, 1886, 
contained in his address, whether he could state that that 
suggestion was likely to be favourably regarded by the 
Government of the Dominion of Canada. 

The PRESIDENT said that it would be in the recollection of 
the Council that at the November session he dwelt at some 
little length on the Canada Medical Act. If the provinces 
of Canada carried out the provisions of the Act Canada 
would be put on a proper footing, and its practitioners 
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could be registered in this country, having regard to British 
practitioners having the right to be registered in Canada. 
But about the end of April or the beginning of May Sir John 
Tuke put into his hands a letter written by Dr. Roddick, who 
had introduced and carried through Canada the Act. His letter 
was to the following effect : 

You are probably aware that before the Canada Medical Act 1902 could 

come into operation it was necessary that all the provinces should con- 
sent to the measure. I regret to say that within the last few days the 
Legislature of the province of Quebec rejected the measure by a large 
majority. This, of course, puts a stop to my work for the present; and, 
in fact, unless I succeed in getting an amendmeut through the Dominion 
House, of which [am a member, during the present session, it is possible 
that the Act will not come into operation for many years. I can there- 
fore no longer advise those interested to interfere with General Lawrie in 
his laudable endeavour to assist Colonial graduates to serve the Empire 
in the naval and military and civil services of the Crown. 
That made it quite clear that they could not look for several 
years to come for Canada to be brought into line with 
Australia or New Zealand in the matter of registration. 
The suggestion contained in his address was made because at 
the time he thought General Lawrie’s Bill overcame the diffi- 
culty by providing that if a provincial or local Legislature was 
willing to give reciprocity that then the King in Council 
might be empowered the accept the qualifications of that 
province, and thus put its registered practitioners in a position 
to be placed on the British Register, and that the provinces in 
return might place British practitioners on its Register. 
Something would have be done, because in his 
judgement it was manifestly inexpedient, and he might 
say almost unjust, that whilst a practitioner coming from 
Sydney or Victoria or Adelaide eould enter the services of the 
Crown, a practitioner coming from any part of Canada could 
not do so. He was unable to say whether the suggestion he 
had made was likely to be favourably regarded by the Govern- 
ment of the Dominion of Canada or by the medical authori- 
ties who had given their adhesion and support to the Canada 
Medical Act 1902. Until recently the different Divisions of 
Australia were independent each of the other, therefore 
when the Queen in Council accepted the practitioners of 
New South Wales, or Victoria or Western Australia, they 
were accepted as belonging to one of those three States. 
The Australian States now formed one Commonwealth, and 
the Colonial Office was bound to consider, how far in future 
they could — reciprocity between the Home Country and 
say New South Wales, or whether Part II of the Medical Act 
of 1886 must not in future be brought into operation through 
the Central Government of the Commonwealth. The question 
of Canada and the question of Australia could not be kept 
—_ they must be considered together, so as to place the 
whole subject upon an equitable footing. 

Mr. Tomes observed that the adoption of the Canada Medi- 
cal Act was obviously to be preferred to any course which 
would lead the Council into the position of having to investi- 
gate the nature and standard of some seven or eight 
qualifications, and therefore Dr. Roddick’s Bill would be pre- 
ferable so far as they were concerned. Healso had had aletter 
from Dr. Roddick which conveyed a somewhat different 
impression to that which had been given by the letter read 
by the President. Dr. Roddick said he believed that the 
Dominion Parliament would favourably entertain an amend- 
ment to his Bill if, provided that five or more of the Provinces 
should adopt it, unification should come into operation to that 
extent. He hoped the President would communicate with the 
proper authorities and point out that there was this alterna- 
tive course existing, and that that course was far the best ifit 
was practicable, and at the same time would make it known 
that the Council did not wish to hinder the recognition of. 
Colonial degrees, and would equally welcome reciprocity on 
_ any satisfactory basis. He further pointed out that the pass- 

ing of General Lawrie’s Bill would not effect the result imme- 
diately, as action on the part of each of the Provincial Legis- 
— would still be necessary before it could take effect. He 
moved : 

That the President be requested to communicate with the proper 
authorities in order to ascertain whether the suggestion contained in his 
address as to reciprocity for Canada was likely to be favourably regarded 
by the Government of the Dominion of Canada or by the medical 
authorities who have given their adhesion and support to the Canada 
Medical Act, 1902. aia 

Sir Victor HorsLtEy seconded the motion, and it was 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT said he would take the earliest opportunity 
of communicating with the Colonial Secretary and the proper 
authorities. 


DENTAL BUSINESS. 
The Dental Education and Examination Committee pre- 
sented a report of its proceedings on May 27th. 


rt. 

1. Acts relating to the practice of dentistry in South Australia and in 
Queensland had been considered by the Committee, which reported that 
though the prohibitory clause was directed against the use of titles and 
not against the act to practise, it was in each case of such a sweeping 
character, and applied to companies and other pluralities of persons, as 
well as to individuals, that it would be almost impossible to make use of 
any description which would indicatethe nature of the business conducted 
without contravening it. 

2. The Committee had before it correspondence with regard to the 
possibility of a dentist holding the Ontario diploma in dentistry obtain- 
ing registration in this country. The Committee referred to the applica- 
tion made in 1900 by the Royal College of Dental Surgeons of Ontario, and 
expressed the opinion that the conditions of admission to diplomas in 
this country was one in which the various licensing bodies must exercise 
their discretion. The Committee had no application for registration 
before them, and could only reiterate their opinion that had such a 
request been submitted it could not have been entertained. 

On the motion of Mr. Tomes the report was received and 
entered on the minutes. 

On the motion of Dr. MAcALISTER it was resolved : 

That the Registrar be directed to answer the letters referred to, as in 
accordance with the second part of the report. 


StupEnts’ REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 
On the motion of Sir HucH Brrvor the report of the 
Students’ Registration Committee was received, entered on 
the minutes, and adopted. 


INDEX TO MINUTES. 

It was moved by Dr. MacAtistEr, seconded iby Sir JoHn 
TUKE, and resolved : 

That the President be requested to express the thanks of the Council to 
Mr. N.C. King for his services in preparing an index of the,Council’s 
minutes. 

The PRESIDENT accordingly thanked Mr. King on behalf of 
the Council. 

REAPPOINTMENT OF REGISTRAR. 

It was moved by Dr. MacALIsTER, seconded by Mr. Bryant, 
and resolved : 

That Mr. Allen be appointed Registrarjof the Council until the close of 
the summer season, 1904. 

The PREsIDENT, in putting the motion, wished to express 
what he owed to Mr. Allen in connexion with the business of 
the Council. It would be easily understood that it was quite 
impossible for a non-resident President to conduct the busi- 
ness of the Council unless he had at his right hand a Registrar 
thoroughly experienced, and Mr. Allen’s experience was such 
that he (the President) attached the greatest value to any 
opinion which he gave. 


Vote oF THANKS TO PRESIDENT. 

On the motion of Sir CoristoPHER Nrxon, seconded by Mr. 
Bryant, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Presi- 
dent for his able services and courtesy in the chair during the 
session. 

- The PrREsIDENT having returned thanks, the proceedings 
terminated. 


ENGLISH BRANCH. 
Drart of THE Mipwives Boarp. 
On Friday, May 29th, the English Branch Council of the 
General Medical Council met for the p se of discussing 
the rules drafted by the Central Midwives Board under 
Section 3 I of the Midwives Act, 1902. 

The members present were Sir William Turner, K.C.B., in 
the chair; Dr. Norman Moore, Mr. Bryant, Sir Hugh Beevor, 
Dr. Payne, Dr. MacAlister, Sir George Philipson, Dr. Pye- 
Smith, Mr. Young, Dr. Windle, Mr. Tomes, Sir John Williams, 
Mr. Brown, Sir Victor Horsley, and Mr. Jackson. 

Sir John Williams stated that the Midwives Committee of 
the Council submitted two reports, one signed by Mr. George 
Brown, Sir Victor Horsley, and Mr. Jackson, and the minority 
report signed by himself. He moved that the two reports be 
received and entered on the minutes. 

Sir Victor Horsey seconded, and this was agreed to. 

- eae Council then went into Committee of the whole 
ranch. 

The first proposed alteration was in respect of B 1 (4) (2). The 
draft rules were published in the SUPPLEMENT to the BrRiTIsH 
MEDICAL JOURNAL for May 30th, p. lxxvi, et seq. 
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That she has (to the satisfaction of the person certifying) nursed twenty 
lying-in women during the ten days following labour. The above certifi- 
cates (b, 1 and 2) must be in the formed prescribed by the Central Midwives 
Board, and must be filled up and signed either by a registered medical 
practitioner or by the matron of an institution recognized by the Board 
or by a midwife certified under the Midwives Act and approved by the 
Board for the purpose. : 

The proposed alteration was that the words ‘‘ trained as a 
midwife” should come in after the word ‘‘ matron,” and that 
the words after ‘“‘recognized by the Board” should be 
omitted. 

Sir Vicror Hors.Ley moved that the proposed alteration be 
approved. 

Mr. Brown seconded. 

Sir JoHN WILLIAMS moved as an amendment that the rule 
as drafted by the Midwives Board be approved. 

Sir Victor HorstEy in support of his original resolution 
said that they were anxious that these women should receive 
adequate instruction. They thought the last sentence allowed 
too much freedom in so-called instruction, and it could not 
be instruction in the proper sense of the word, therefore they 
suggested that the last portion of the sentence should come 
out. They thought also that if a matron signed the certificate, 
it should be stated on the face of it that she had received 
training as a midwife, because some of the matrons had not 
been trained as midwives. 


Sir Jonn WittiAms said that these certificates were simply |: 


certificates that a woman had attended so many cases of 
labour. There was a definite rule laid down as to what 
subjects the instruction was to be in. 

Mr. Brown said that the Committee thought that a certifi- 
cate should be given only after instruction in some place 
where proper nursing and the usual appliances existed. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that the midwife was to be cer- 
tified under the Midwives Act, and to be approved by the 
Board for that purpose. 

Mr. Brown thought that would throw open the door to a 
good deal of loose practice. It was far better that the women 
should be trained at an institution. Every county town now 
had some means by which midwives could be trained. The 
rules ought to be framed so that, if there was a demand for 
institutions to train midwives in nursing, they should not 
only facilitate the foundation of these institutions, but that 
they should compel such institutions to be created in order 
to supply the want. 

Dr. MacA.istEr approached the subject with an open mind 
and as one desiring to be convinced that the changes were 
desirable. The law had made it necessary that the rules 
should be submitted to the General Medical Council. If they 
made recommendations for alterations which could not be 
substantiated on the grounds and general policy and medical 
desirability the General Medical Council would suffer in 
reputation. The certificates to be given were certificates of 
fact in each case. Was it to be laid down that no qualified 
midwife specially approved by the Board was capable of 
certifying to these facts? That would mean that all these 
apprentices, if he might so call them, must go to certain 
institutions in order to qualify, and the apprentice question 
was not without its difficulty, even in the medical profession. 

Mr. Tomes asked Sir John Williams if he had fully taken 
into consideration the fact that the bulk of the midwives to 
come on the register would come on by virtue of their having 
been in practice before a certain date. So that this power 
might be in the hands of midwives who were not in possession 
of much knowledge. 

Sir Jonn WiLu1amM:; replied that the rule said ‘‘and approved 
by the Board for thav purpose.” 

The CHarrRMAN asked whether institutions which had 
matrons not trained as midwives were to be disfranchised or 
was a matron to be dismissed if she had not been trained as a 
midwife ? 

Mr. GeorcE Brown thought that such institutions would 
have a medical man who would be able to certify and the 
ave should be referred to the medical staff of the insti- 
tution. 

Sir Hue Brrvor was of opinion that they would have to 
put in something more than the word ‘‘matron” such as 
‘* chief midwife”; that was to say, that she had to the satis- 
faction of the person certifying attended the full course. 
They wanted a certificate from somebody who knew; and the 
chief midwife would be the person to know. 

Sir Victor HorsLey would agree to ‘ matron if a trained 
midwife or chief midwife of the institution.” 

Dr. Norman Moore thought the discussion would be 
relevant if the Midwives Board were composed of parsons 


and magistrates. But the Midwives Board had been especi- 
ally selected for the purpose, and therefore he thought the 
Council would be making itself ridiculous by pointing out 
these trivial amendments. 

Sir Victor Horsey agreed that would be so if the,;medical 
profession were in the majority on the Midwives Board; but 
as at present constituted it was not to be supposed that the 
Midwives Board had the capacity which Dr. Norman Moore 
appeared to think. 

Mr. GzorcE Brown protested that the amendments were 
not trivial. 

The CHAIRMAN having pointed out that the resolution 
involved two questions, 

Sir Victor Horstey said he would move the first half, that 
the words ‘“‘if trained as a midwife” be inserted after the 
word ‘‘ matron.” 

Upon the motion being put 6 voted for and 6 against. 

The CHAIRMAN said the question before the Committee was 
were they to agree to the rules of the Midwives Board or not P 
The amendment was that they do not agree with the Mid- 
wives Board on the question. That had not been carried ; 
there was an equality of votes. Therefore he voted for the 
rules of the Midwives Board. 

Sir Victor Horstry, on the second part of his motion, 
desired to give way to Sir Hugh Beevor. 

Sir HucH Brevor moved that the word “matron” be 
omitted, and that the words “‘ chief midwife” be inserted. 

Sir Victor Horsey seconded. 

The CHaArrMAN inquired if it should not be alternative 
‘*matron ” or ‘‘ chief midwife.” 

Sir Huey Brevor replied in the negative. 

The CHarrMAN did not see the difference between the rule 
and the amendment. If she were a ‘‘a matron,” she would be 
as a matter of course a ‘‘ chief midwife.” 

Sir Vicror Horsiey observed that the institutions, if recog- 
nized, must have a matron who was a “ chief midwife.” Asit 
stood, it enabled a lay matron to sign. 

The CHAIRMAN inquired if it would not be met by the 
insertion of the words “signed by a matron or , chief 
midwife.” 

Sir Beevor thought the words “and chief midwife” 
should be inserted. 

Sir Victor Horsley accepted this, and it was agreed to. 

Sir Victor HorsLey moved : 


That the period of instruction [B, 1, () 3] should extend over a period 
of six months. 
The rules contained no indication of the time during which a 
midwife should be instructed. During the passing of the Act 
there was a great controversy on this point, and a period of 
three months was named as insufficient; but the Committee 
felt strongly that a period of six months at least should be 
required. 

Mr. GrorRGE Brown seconded. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that it would be better to add, 
“not less than six months or more” after the word 
‘¢instruction.” 

Sir Victor Horstry replied that that was really his 
intention. 

Mr. GrorcE Brown said that the course of instruction laid 
down (under C) contained a very great deal, in fact, almost 
more than the average midwife coulu be expected to take in 
within a period of less than six months. A ‘‘course” might 
be anything, from a week or a fortnight to a month. 

The CHAIRMAN was quite in sympathy with the suggested 
alteration. 

Sir Joun Wituiams pointed out that a student, in going 
up for a degree in midwifery, underwent a three months’ 
eourse, and in a school where there was a large maternity 
— the student could do all his midwifery cases in 
ten days. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that a student, before he attended 
the midwifery course, had been trained in anatomy and 
pathology. 

Sir Jonn WituiaMs said that what a midwife was taught 
was so slight that she could pick it up in six weeks, and 
often did so. 7 

Dr. MacALIsTER said that they were now going on a dif- 


ferent track to what had been pursued in the past. These . 


midwifery nurses were to be so highly trained that they were 
to know when there was danger and when it was necessary 


to call in the doctor ; and he thought three months was quite 


enough in order to acquire that knowledge. lit 
Mr. GrorcEe Brown reminded the Council that for training’ 


a nurse a period of two years was required, and there were? 
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many things in the curriculum of a midwife which were re- 
quired also of nurses. Why in one case should they require 
not even three months, and in another case they should 
insist on a much longer period ? 

Dr. Payne asked if less than three months was sufficient. 

Sir Victron Horsey replied that nobody had proposed it; 
Sir John Williams had suggested that it should be left alone. 

He did not wish to reopen the controversy which raged a few 
years ago on this very point; but it was to be remembered 
that these women might be poorly educated raw girls. How 
was it to be expected that they could even get a smattering of 
the subjects included ? He hoped that they had heard the last 
of the comparison between a medical student and a midwife 
in this connexion. 

The resolution was then put and was carried, 7 voting for 
and 6 against. 

Sir Victor Horstey moved : 

_ That the person giving the certificate of character must have known 

the candidate for at least two years [B, (1) (c)]. 

Mr. J AcKSON seconded the motion. 

Sir Joun WittiaMs said they all knew perfectly well that 
certificates of character were constantly false, and substitut- 
ing two years for twelve months would not obtain the desired 
object ; if they put twenty years it would be the same. 

Mr. Tomezs thought they should refrain from introducing 
amendments which might prove impossible. 

Sir Victor Horstry agreed, and accordingly withdrew his 
motion and moved: 

That pregnancy and its principal complications, including abortions, 

should be omitted from the list of subjects on which a candidate should 
be examined [C, (3) (0)]. 
This was a very important matter. The rule as it stood gave 
the midwife the medical control of the pregnant patient, that 
was to say, of a woman for nine months before her labour 
commenced. The objection to the reading of this rule was 
not merely the objection of the whole of the Committee with 
the exception of Sir John Williams, but it was also the 
objection taken by the minority on the Midwives Board, and 
he thought the paragraph had far better be excluded. The 
rule assumed that a person who had a threatening of renal 
mischief would first send for the midwife who was to attend 
her during her labour, and if the midwife thought fit, and 
remembered the rules enjoined upon her by the Midwives 
Board, she might send for the medical practitioner. The 
Committee thought that was a false position in which to 
place the midwife. The patient, before the labour began, 
ought to send for the medical man, and there ought to be no 
encouragement to lead her to think that she might obtain 
what she wanted by sending for the midwife with whom she 
Las contracted to carry out the duties attendant upon her 
abour. 

Mr. Jackson seconded. 

Sir Jonn WituiaMs said that the examination proposed 
= A order that a midwife should know when to send for a 

oetor. 

Mr. GeorcEe Brown desired the Minority Report of the 
Midwives Board to be read as it contained some very cogent 
reasons in support of the motion. 

Dr. Norman Moore asked, before the report was read, if 
these rules had been framed by the Midwives Board, and if 
they had thoroughly discussed them. Was the Council com- 
petent to discuss them or not? If they were, then they did 
not want to hear the opinion of any minority report, but if 
they were not then they need not discuss them. : 

The CHAIRMAN was surprised at the Privy Council having 
sent the minority report to the General Medical Council, but 
it had been sent and had, therefore, been sent on to the 
Branch. 

Dr. WINDLE might point out that it was in everybody’s 
hands at that moment through the medium of the BritisH 
MeEpIcAL JOURNAL. 

The RecisTRar then read the Minority Report (SUPPLEMENT 

“to British MEpIcAL JOURNAL, May 30th, p. lxxix). 

Mr. GrorcE Brown said that the Committee felt that if 
midwives were to be instructed and examined in all matters 
relating to pregnancy and its principal complications, which 
included diseases and abnormalities, they might say that they 
had been instructed in the treatment of abortion. , 

Sir Jonn Wittiams pointed out that it was impossible for 
them to know when to call in a doctor unless they were in- 
structed. 

Mr. GrorcE Brown contended that to teach nurses these 
subjects was going beyond what was really intended. _ 

Dr. MacAuistTER asked if the Council was to be put in the 


absurd position before the public of saying that a midwife 
was to be forbidden the instruction in pregnancy and its 
complications ? 

Mr. Youne pointed out that a resolution had already been 
passed to the effect that the candidate should receive a course 
of instruction extending over a period of not less than six 
months. 

Sir Victor Horstry, in reply to Dr. MacAtisteEr, pointed 
out that Section C related not to the course of instruction, 
but to the questions put to the midwife in her examination. 
It was a list of the subjects in which the midwife would be 
examined, and enumerated the complications of pregnancy 
upon which she would be examined. That meant that she 
would have a knowledge of these complications in detail; if 
she had not the knowledge she could not pass. That meant 
that she would be placed in the position of a medical man, 
and the Council had always strenuously opposed that, and it 
was in order to carry out that policy that he proposed this 
resolution. 

The resolution was then put, when 4 voted for, 8 against, 2 
did not vote, and it was therefore lost. 

At the request of Sir Vicror Horstry the names and 
numbers were taken down. 

Mr. Brown then moved that the words “including abor- 
tion” be deleted, so that the clause should read ‘‘ Pregnancy 
and its principal complications.” 

Sir Victor HorRsLEY seconded it, on the ground that the 
words gave avery prominent and objectionable position to 
the subject of abortion in the training of these women. It 
was one of the dangers of the Bill that women who had no 
scruples would lend themselves to criminal practices, and 
therefore he strongly objected to those words remaining in 
the clause as drafted. 

Dr. Pyr-SmitH agreed that this was a danger that some of 
these women might become abortionists ; at the same time 
he did not think the words should be omitted, because the 
word was not ambiguous, but well known, and suggested the 
possibility of criminal proceedings. 

The CHarrMAN put the motion to the Committee, when 
6 voted for omitting words, and 6 against. The Chair- 
man announced that the words stood. 

Sir Victor Horstey said that the next proposed alteration 
was that the clause as to haemorrhage should read ‘‘ Haemor- 
rhage occurring during labour, its varieties, and the treatment 
of each,” but that fell to the ground. 

The CHarrMAN said he would mark that withdrawn. 

Sir Victor Horstery stated the next alteration was in 
Clause C (3) (g). It ran thus: “The management of the 
puerperal state including the use of the clinical thermometer 
and of the catheter.” Carrying out the point that the rule 
should indicate the -duties of midwives and not general 
medical practitioners, it was suggested that the words should 
end ‘“‘ The nursing of puerperal patients including the use of 
the clinical thermometer and the catheter.” 

Mr. Brown seconded. 

Dr. Norman Moore inquired what was the meaning of 
‘* puerperal patients.” 

Sir Jonn WiLt1AMs remarked that a midwife had charge of 
a patient after labour as well as during labour in ordin 
cases just as much as a medical man. He suggested that the 
original form covered the whole position whereas the amend- 
ment did not. 

Sir Victor Horstey did not agree that a midwife had 
charge of a puerperal patient in exactly the same way as a 
medical man. The gravamen of his complaint ali through 
this matter had been that Sir John Williams’s adv was 
covered by language which did not accurately describe the 
true position. 

Sir Joon WIL.tiAms said he referred to normal cases. 

The CHarRMAN thought the sense of the whole was that it 
should apply to normal cases. 

Sir Victor Horstey said that exception had been taken to 
the words ‘puerperal patients,” but if a person had gone 
through such a thing she was a patient, and she was a puer- 
peral patient. 

Dr. Pyr-SmitH could not vote for the words ‘‘a puerperal 
patient,” but he could for ‘‘a puerperal woman.” ‘ 

Dr. Payne thought the word “ patient” seemed to imply 
something abnormal. 

Sir Vicror Horsey was willing tofalter the words to “ the 
nursing of puerperal women.” : 

Dr. MacAtisTEr asked why they should substitute the word 
‘nursing ” for ‘‘ management.” If it was only a verbal dif- 
ference, he thought it would hardly be worth while making 
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the change; but if it was not a verbal difference, it should be 
more clearly stated. 

Mr. Brown remarked that ‘‘ management” might mean any- 
thing, including ‘‘ nursing,” whereas ‘“‘ nursing ” considerably 
limited it. 

Mr. Tomgs said that they could not expect the lay mind to 
see any difference; and they had to bring the matter before 
the lay mind. 

The motion that the words should run “the nursing of 
puerperal women, including the use of the clinical thermo- 
aneter and the catheter,” was lost by 4 votes to 7. 

Sir Victor HorstEy moved the next alteration on exactly 
‘the same grounds [C (3)(A)]. As it stood at present, the 
words were, ‘“‘the management (including the feeding) of 
children during the early months of life.” He suggested it 
should read ‘‘the nursing, including the feeding, of newly- 
born infants.” The paragraph revealed on the face of it a 
great deal of the feeling—which they thought was objection- 
able—that a midwife was to act as a registered medical practi- 
tioner, because this paragraph actually proposed that the 
midwife should go on treating the child during the early 
months of its life. That might mean five or six months of its 
life. The Committee thought that the midwives’ duty should 
terminate at the end of the ten days’ nursing. 

Mr. Brown seconded, and referred to the view expressed in 
the minority repori. 

Sir JoHN WILLIAMs opposed the substitution of the word 
” for ‘‘management,” but would accept the latter 

art. 

The substitution of the word ‘‘nursing” for ‘‘ management” 
was rejected ; but the substitution of the words ‘“ newly-born 
infants” instead of the words as they appeared was carried. 

Sir Victor HorsLey moved and Mr. Jackson seconded : 

That at theend of D2 the following words should be added: ‘‘ The 
Secretary of the Board shall, by comparison of the handwriting, satisfy 
himself as far as possible ofthe applicant’s identity.” 

The idea was to put the handwriting in as a general test.- 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that this was following very 
much what the Council had agreed to in regard to admission 
to the Medical Register, and the motion was carried. 

Sir Victor Horstey said that the rules provided that 
if a woman claimed to have been in bona-fide practice asa 
midwife, she {should produce a certificate signed by two 
persons of approved position. The Committee thought that 
the person who would know most about the ‘“‘Gamps” would 


be the registered medical practitioners in the district, and | 


they therefore proposed that after the word “ position” the 
following words should be inserted: ‘‘ and of whom one must 
be a registered medical practitioner.” Mr. Jackson seconded. 

Sir Jonn WituiaMs said that there had been a great deal 
of opposition on the part of registered medical practitioners 
in various parts of the country to the movement for the 
registration of midwives, and he thought it was not fair to 
make it absolutely necessary that a midwife should get a 
certificate from a medical man. 

Mr. Tomers thought it should be something more than a 
vague proof of position, and that they should require what 
was required by the Post Office from an annuitant, or some- 
thing of that sort. 

Mr. Brown said it was an unfair slur upon general practi- 
tioners to say that their opposition was of the malicious 
character which had been os 

Sir Joun Witliams said he had never made such a 
suggestion. 

he motion was lost by 3 votes to 8, and the Branch Council 
adjourned. 


Saturday, May 30th, 1908. 
Sir WitL1AM Turner, K.C.B., in the Chair. 


The minutes of the previous day’s proceedings were read 
and as amended confirmed. 

Mr. Jackson moved that the certificate should be “signed 
‘by either a clergyman, magistrate,.or medica! practitioner.” 

Sir Victor HorsLeEy seconded. 

The CHairMAN thought the words “of approved position” 
would cover everything. 

The motion was lost by 4 votes to 5. 

Sir Victor Horstey said that the next alteration was to 
par. E 6 ‘Duties to patients.” He moved that the words 


‘‘ whether pregnant.”,and the words ‘‘a pregnant” be omitted. 
This carried out the point insisted upon in regard to the 
duties of midwives in the case of pregnant women. The 
words referred to were not required. 

Mr. Brown seconded; the Committee considered that if 
these words were retained it would look as if the nurse was 
to attend a woman in ordinary sickness during the nine 
months of pregnancy. 

The CHarrMAN called attention to the last words of the 
paragraph, which required that when the woman was in the 
condition mentioned the midwife must decline to remain in 
attendance alone. 

After some further discussion the CHArrMAN put the motion, 
which was lost. 

Sir Victor HorstEy moved that to the paragraph which 
instructed the midwife, ‘‘ As soon as the child’s head is born, 
and if possible before the eyes are opened, its eyelids should 
be carefully cleansed,” the words “‘ with an antiseptic lotion” 
should be added. 

Mr. Brown seconded. 

Dr. MACALISTER suggested that they might say “‘a proper 
antiseptic;” and at the instance of Sir Victor Horstry the 
words ‘suitable antiseptic” were added. 

Sir Victron Horstry said that under the heading of 
“General,” the Committee proposed that a new paragraph be 


.| inserted as follows: ‘“‘No midwife shall attend a case of 


abortion.” After some discussion the following words were 
added to Section E 18: ‘In all cases of abortion or illness 
of the patient or child.” 

On the motion of Sir Victor Horstey, after the word 
“breech” in Section E 18 (0), the words ‘‘in all cases of 
breech presentation in primiparae” were added. 

Sir Victor Horstery said that the paragraph at the end of 
Section E 18 ran: ‘‘ When a doctor is sent for the midwife 
must state in writing the condition of the patient, and the 
reason of the necessity for medical advice.” There ought to 
be inserted there the words ‘‘in accordance with Form (6) in 
Section E 20.” 

Dr. MacAtister pointed out that the word used was 
‘‘doctor,” and Sir Victor Horstry said it ought to be 
“registered medical practitioner.” 

The CHaArrRMAN then put to the Council, and it was agreed, 
that the words ‘‘registered medical practitioner” be substi- 
tuted for the word ‘“ doctor,” throughout, and that the words 
‘*in accordance with Form (d)” be added. 

Sir Victor Horstey said the Committee took exception to 
the paragraph under the heading ‘‘ Notification of Deaths,” 
and thought it ought to be redrafted to read as follows: 


In all cases in which death of a mother or child has occurred before 
the presence of a registered medical practitioner is obtained, the mid- 
wife shall as soon as possible notify the same to the local supervising 
authority. 


If worded thus it read in accordance with the rule on 
** Duties to Patient,” otherwise it suggested that the mid- 
wife was in attendance alone. 

Dr. Pyz-Smirx seconded, as the amendment pointed out that 
the death was exceptional, whereas by the other reading it 
might appear to be an ordinary death. 

The alteration was agreed to. 

Sir Victor Horstry had only one proposal to make with 
regard to Rule 20—namely, that when a midwife employed 
drugs, the Committee thought it was much more important 
that a note should goon the record of the case. Therefore, 
they suggested that after the word ‘‘remarks” there should 
be inserted, ‘‘ if any drugs had been administered, state here 
rrr nature and dose and time and the purpose of administra- 

ion.’ 

Mr. GrorGE Brown seconded, and it was agreed to. 

Sir Victor Horsey stated that, in consequence of the de- 
cisions already arrived at, the further recommendations of the 
Committee dropped. 

The Branch Council resumed, and transmitted the draf 
rules as amended to the General Council. : " 

ew motion was then agreed to, and the proceedings termi- 
nated. 


A CORRECTION. 
In the report of the proceedings of the Council on Wednesday, May 
27th, it should have been stated that the solicitor instructing counsel on 
behalf of Dr. Niall was Mr. Edward Kempson, and not Hempson, as 
printed. 


Printed and published by the British Medical Association at their Office, No. 429, Strand, in the Parish of St. Martin-im-the-Fields, im the Oounty of Middiesex. 
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